True  Cythisus 


A 


DISSERTATION 

On  the  TRUE 

C  r  T  H  I  s  u  s 

Of  the  AN  Cl  ENTS. 

Proving  that  the 

Me  die  ago ,  or  Cythijus  Maranthce, 

(Not  the  Bajlard  Sena,  as  afierted  by  a  late  Author) 

Is  the  Plant  that  was  held  in  fo  great  Efteem  among 

the  ROMANS . 

Alfo  that  it  may  be  fuccefsfully  made  Ufe  of  for 

the  Improvement  of  the  mod  dry,  barren,  hilly 
Land,  a s  LUC E RNE  has  been  for  that  which  is  moifler 
and  nearer  a  Level ;  and  in  every  refpedl  anfwer  the  Ex¬ 
cellent  Character  given  of  it  by  Columella ,  Pliny,  Virgil ,  &c. 

In  a  Letter  to  a  Nobleman,  who  favour'd  this  Enquiry 

To  which  is  added. 

An  Account  of  the  Great  Profits  which  arife  ( if 
carefully  managed)  from  lowing  the  Lucerne,  and  Burn¬ 
ing  cf  Cl  a  y,  the  bad  Succefs  of  which  in  fome  few  Places, 
may  be  entirely  attributed  to  the  Unskillfulnefs  of  thofe  appointed 
to  manage  it. 

Alfo  a  Catalogue  of  the  Bejl  Seeds ,  the  Seafon  of  fowing 
them,  and  the  Time  of  their  Perfection. 

By  STEPHEN  SWITZER. 

The  Second  Edition. 
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Y  way  of  Preface,  or  Introduction, 
to  this  Differtation  on  the  Cytbifus , 
which  was  in  fo  great  Repute  a- 
mongft  the  Antients  ;  I  mutt  beg 
leave  to  acquaint  my  Reader,  that. 
I  had  no  Thoughts,  at  the  firft 
Writing  of  it,  to  produce  it  to  publick  View  in 
the  manner  it  now  appears,  intending  to  have  re- 
fervkl  it  for  a  much  more  copious  and  general 
Treatife  of  Hufbandry,  which  is  now  very  far 
advanc’d,  and  with  which  I  defign  to  conclude 
what  I  have  to  offer  to  the  Publick,  had  not  a 
late  Author,  in  a  very  kind  and  good  natur  d 
manner,  though  perhaps  not  with  equal  Judg¬ 
ment,  affirm’d,  that  the  Baftard  Sena  or  Ssrie  was 
the  Cytbifus  which  was  had  in  fo  great  Efteem 
amongft  the  Romans',  which  would  (if  once  re¬ 
ceived)  have  in  a  great  meafure,  if  not  entirely, 
invalidated  the  Obfervations  which,  by  Dint  of 
Time  and  Labour,  I  have  either  colleCled  from 
the  moft  antient  and  approved  Authors,  or  actu¬ 
ally  made  on  this  ufeful  Plant,  and  which  from 
a  very  great  Number  of  united  Circumffances 
(recited  in  the  following  Letter)  I  have,  I  thinks 
fully  made  out  to  be  that  Cytbifus  which  Coin- 
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mella ,  Virgil ,  Pliny ,  and  others  of  the  Ancients* 
have  given  fo  high  a  Commendation  of*,  and 
that  th c  BafiardSena,  mention’d  by  the  Writer  of 
the  Letter  from  Bargaly  near  Dumfries  ift  Scot¬ 
land^  to  Mr  Cowell,  Gardener  at  Hoxton ,  Author 
of  the  Curious  and  Profitable  Gardener ,  is  no  other 
than  the  Colutea ,  a  Family  of  Plants  of  a  quite 
different  Contexture  and  Character  from  the  Cy- 
thifus ,  and  in  truth  not  fo  much  as  a  Genus  or  Spe¬ 
cies  of  it. 

I  have  no  Defign,  nor  do  I  pretend  by  this, 
to  caff  any  Refledlion,  much  lefs  to  deny  what 
that  communicative  and  good  natur’d  Author 
may  have  faid  concerning  the  Ufes  of  the  Baftard 
Sena  abovementioned  to  Cattle  ;  but  muff  con- 
fefs  I  am  at  a  great  lofs  to  find  out  which  of  the 
Sena* s  it  is  that  he  means,  for  there  are  but  two 
or  three  Species  of  it  which  are  very  common  a- 
mongft  Planters,  and  which  are  kept  abroad  ; 
if  it  is  the  large  Bladder  Sena,  which  is  call’d  by 
Botanifts  Colutea  Veficaria ,  it  is  a  large  rough 
woody,  and  is  not  generally,  if  at  all,  ever  rais’d 
by  Cuttings,  Slips,  or  Suckers,  and  is  not,  as  that 
Author,  pag.y .  lin.  u.  avers,  apt  to  fpread  in 
fo  luxuriant  a  manner,  as  to  over -run  an  Acre  or 
two  in  fo{little  Time  as  is  there  infinuated,  if  plant¬ 
ed  at  two  Foot  and  a  half  a  funder,  but  by  Seed, 
which  being  contained  within  their  Bladders, 
comes  out  in  great  Plenty.  Neither  can  I  think 
it  to  be  the  fame  which  Botanifts  call  the  Colutea 
Scorpoides ,  which  is  a  very  dwarf  woody  Plant,  and 
though  fomewhat  apt  to  fpawn,  is  yet  fo  thin  of 
Leaves,  and  thofe  fo  fmall,  that  I  own  I  can’t  be 
eafily  convinc’d  of  the  Ufes  it  can  be  in  Hufban- 
dry,  nor  that  the  Publick  is  like  to  reap  any  great 
Advantages  from  it. 

If  it  fhouldbeafk’d  how  it  comes  to  pafs,  that 
1  know  that  the  Plant  I  am  now  recommending. 
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is  that  true  and  real  Cytbifus  fo  often  mention’d ; 
my  Anfwer  is,  that  I  have  known  it  for  above 
this  twenty  Years  lad  pad,  and  have  for  a  great 
part  of  the  Time  had  the  Management  (much 
indeed  it  did  not  require)  of  it,  having  made  a 
great  many  Obfervations  on  the  Quicknefs  and 
Difpatch  of  its  Growth  and  Hardinel's ;  and  tho* 
at  that  Time  I  was  much  lefs  fkill’d  in  Botany 
than  I  am  now,  and  indeed  did  not  know  that  it 
was  this  Cytbifus  j  yet  from  the  Lnxuriancy  of  it, 
for  it  grew  fo  tad  in  thofe  Green-I  loufes  of  which 
I  had  the  InfpeCtion  and  Care,  that  tho’  there 
were  no  Fires  kept  in  them,  yet  it  foon  over-grew 
all  thofe  Plants  which  were  contiguous  to  it,  point¬ 
ing  its  Boughs  towards  the  Windows,  fo  that  I 
then  could  conclude  no  other,  than  that  it  was  a 
Plant  defign’d  by  Nature  for  a  much  more  noble 
Ule,  than  to  be  coup’d  up  in  a  Green-Houfe, 
and  that  its  druggling  after  Liberty  in  that  ela- 
dick  Manner  it  did,  was  no  other  than  the  Work 
of  the  Great  Architect  of  Nature  itfelf,  by  which 
the  whole  Qr,b  ofSubl  unary  Beings  turn,  of  which 
more  in  the  enfuing  Narrative  of  it. 

I  am  very  weil  aware  that  the  kinded  and  mod 
indulgent,  that  are  amongd  thofe  who  deign  to 
give  this  Treatjfe  a  reading,  will  (before  they 
have  confidered  the  Virtues  and  IJfes  of  this 
Plant,  with  the  fame  Attention  as  I  have)  dand 
amaz’d  at  the  Pains  that  I  have  taken  concerning 
a  PI  nt  which  is  at  bed  but  a  good  Fodder  for 
Cattle,  when  there  are  fo  many  other  Grades 
and  Fodders  which  are  held  in  fo  great  Edeem 
already,  that  ’tis  not  likely  there  are  any  that 
fhould  mend  it.  In  anfwer  to  this  I  dare  aver,  that 
for  Durablenefs  and  Goodnefs  there  is  no  Fodder 
equal  to  it,  and  as  it  is  a  Plant  which  will  thrive 
in  thepoored  barrennedSoil  where  none  elfe  will, 
to  any  Degree  of  Perfection,  and  be  fit  to  feed  or 
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cut  green  in  the  middle  of  Winter,  when  there 
are  no  other  Grades  an  Inch  above  Ground.  I 
hope  it  will  appear,  that  my  Endeavours  on 
this  Elead  are  not  altogether  ufelefs  and  ground- 
lefs. 

It  can  (I  humbly  conceive)  be  no  Objection 
to  the  Reality  and  Goodnefs  of  this  Plant,  that  it 
has  for  thefe  Thoufand  Years  (for  ought  any  bo¬ 
dy  can  tell)  been  out  of  ufe,  the  Plant,  at  lead 
the  Ufes  of  it,  having  been  eras’d  out  of  all  the 
Books  of  modern  Hufbandry  that  I  have  read, 
and  no  Footfteps  remaining  of  it,  but  what  are 
fcattered  up  and  down  among  the  Works  of  ancient 
Writers,  tho’  there  have  been  of  late  (now  good 
Hufbandry  begins  to  advancej  feveral  ingenious 
Gentlemen  very  diligent  in  their  Enquiries  after  it, 

Amongft  fome  others  which  might  be  nam’d, 
the  ingenious  William  Benfon >  Efq*,  of  Newtontony 
near  Salijbury ,  in  Wiltjhire ,  (fome  time  fince  Sur¬ 
veyor-General  of  the  Works  belonging  to  the 
Crown)  who  out  of  the  great  Affection  he  has 
to  all  ufeful  Learning,  efpecially  Agriculture, 
underftands  what  the  Ancients  have  wrote  on 
this  Subjedl,  and  who  having  alfo  tranflated  the 
Georgies  of  Virgil  with  great  Succefs;  has  alfo 
took  fome  Pains  in  the  Difcovery  of  this  Plant, 
though,  as  far  as  I  can  hear,  without  the  defired 
Effe£L 

Alfo  my  ingenious  Friend  Mr  Thomas  Knowlton , 
Gardener  to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of 
Burlington ,  who  on  account  of  his  own  Induflry, 
and  the  opportunity  he  has  had  of  being  educa¬ 
ted  under  the  late  learned  Dr  Sherrard,  claims  a 
very  advanc’d  Place  in  the  Lift  of  Botanifts,  by 
a  Letter  I  have  receiv’d  from  him  from  Lanejho- 
rougby  is  greatly  at  a  Lofs  to  find  out  what  it 
fhould  be  ;  as  are  alfo  the  Laborious  Society  of 
Gardeners,  who  in  a  very  curious  and  e^penfive 
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Book  of  Plants  fome  time  fince  publifUd,  have 
been  unwilling  to  take  upon  them  to  determine 
what  that  Cythifus  fhould  be,  of  which  Virgil  gave 
fo  great  an  Account.  Nor  have  1  found  amongft 
all  the  Botanifts  any  one  that  was  certain  what  it 
was,  on  which  Account  I  may,  I  think,  juftly  take 
the  Credit  upon  me,  of  being  the  firlt  chat  has 
trac’d  it  to  it’s  Original,  at  lead  that  has  brought 
itinto  publick  Ufe  for  the  Improvement  of  Land* 

And  indeed  as  to  my  felf,  tho’  I  had  known 
the  Plant  fo  long  (as  is  before  hinted  atj  I  was 
a  great  while  at  a  lofs  to  judge  whether  it  was 
the  true  Cythifus  or  no,  of  which  I  am  now  treat¬ 
ing,  till  by  chance  I  met  with  the  Manufcript  of 
a  late  learned  Phyfician,  who  mentioning  the  Cy¬ 
thifus  incanus ,  &c.  as  a  Plant  of  great  Ufe ;  by 
the  Defcription  of  which,  after  I  had  compar’d 
it  with  Pliny,  and  ruminated  on  what  I  had  fo  long 
obferv’d  concerning  it ;  I  concluded,  that  notwiths¬ 
tanding  the  intire  Silence  of  fome  Authors,  and 
the  obfcure  and  different  Names  which  others  gave 
it,  that  this,  and  this  only,  muft  be  the  Cytbifus 
which  was  held  in  fo  great  Efteem  among  the  Ro¬ 
mans,  preferable  (on  many  Accounts)  to  any  other 
Fodder  that  grows,  and  therefore  highly  deferv- 
ing  the  Cultivation  and  Care  of  all  induftrious 
Hufbandmen. 

Upon  the  foregoing  Confiderations,  being 
much  encouraged  by  the  Aufpices  of  a  noble 
Lord,  to  whom  I  have  addrefs’d  this  Letter,  whofe 
Name  I  have  not  yet  leave  to  make  ufe  of,  but 
who  out  of  aDefire  of  being  inform’d  of  it,  took  the 
Pains  to  examine  thofe  Authors  upon  whofe  Cre¬ 
dit  I  took  the  following  Account.  I  procured  fe¬ 
ver  al  Slips  or  Cuttings  of  it,  and  have  made  thofe 
Experiments  of  them  which  are  there  recited,  and 
which  anfwered  my  Expe&ation  to  a  tittle. 

I  plainly 
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I  plainly  forefee  that  an  Objection  will  be  rai¬ 
led  againft  me,  by  thofe  who  are  my  Friends 
and  wifh  me  well,  who  may  at  firfl  reading  of 
this  Diflertation  accufe  me  of  want  of  Afliduity 
and  Patience,  and  that  I  run  from  one  thing  to 
another  too  haitily  ;  that  l'aft  Year  I  was  as  ear¬ 
ned:  as  any  one  pofiibly  could  be  in  introducing 
the  ha  Lucerne  into  the  Britijh  Hufbandry,  and 
now  even  before  the  World  can  be  well  fatisfied 
of  the  Feafibility  orSuccefs  of  that,  I  fly  to  ano¬ 
ther,  the  Cytbifus  ;  by  which  Men  are  hurried  in* 
to  Experiments  fafter  than  they  are  able  to  try 
them.  To  this  give  me  leave  to  anfwer,  tho* 
Lucerne ,  or  medick  Fodder,  requires  that  Soil 
which  is  Tandy  and  moifl,  and  the'  Cytbifus  that 
which  is  poor,  Tandy,  and  dry,  and  that  therefore 
being  two  Torts  of  Land,  the  two  Torts  of  Expe¬ 
riments  may  very  well  be  try’d  at  one  and  the 
fame  time  ;  that  as  to  Lucerne ,  it  has  Tucceeded 
wherever  People  have  taken  proper  Care,  beyond 
whatever  I  promis’d  the  World.  It  appearing  by 
a  Letter  I  have  lately  received  from  IVarminfter 
vciWiltJhire ,  (which  is  inferted  in  this  Appendix, 
that  it  may  be  cut  the  firfl  and  Tecond  Years,  that 
the  fecond  Year  efpecially  Tome  part  of  it  was  cut, 
three  other  parts  four  times,  and  that  in  the  whole 
it  produced  full  fix  Ton  on  an  Acre,  or  more; 
which,  befides  the  Goodnefs  of  the  Grafs  before 
any  other  that  is  common,  is  near  double  the 
Quantity  of  what  would  be  produced  any  other 
way.  And  thus  did  I  then,  as  much  as  I  could, 
provide  for  the  Improvement  of  Tandy  moifl 
Land  where,  on  Account  of  its  Moiflure,  Corn 
would  not  do  To  well;  but  yet  there  remain’d 
fomething  to  be  found  out  for  the  Improve¬ 
ment  of  poor  heathy  dry  barren  Sands,  of 
which  there  are  To  many  Thoufands  of  Acres 
in  the  three  Kingdoms,  which  from  what  Co- 
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tufnella  and  Pliny  have  faid  on  this  Subject,  I 
thought  could  not  be  better  improv’d  than  by 
the  Cythifus ,  the  name  and  Nature  of  which  Plant 
I  began  on  this  Occafion  to  enquire  more  parti¬ 
cularly  into,  and  to  re-call  all  thofe  Obfervations 
I  had  fo  long  ago  made  of  it,  all  which  I  thought 
could  not  be  madepublick  too  foon,  that  Gentle¬ 
men  and  Farmers  might  not  be  deprived  of  one 
of  the  moft  ufeful  Improvements  in  the  World, 
and  which  is  in  many  Cafes  preferable  to  Lucerne, 
efpecially  for  Sheep,  which  will  not  be  fo  fubjeCt: 
to  the  Rot  as  in  low  moift  Grounds.  And  thus 
far  for  the  Satisfaction  of  my  Friends. 

I  know  there  are  fome,  who  are  either  averfe  to 
all  new  Difcoveries,  or  perhaps  envying  the  acqui- 
fition  of  any  Body  that  fhall  promulge  them  with¬ 
out  their  Directions,  or  out  of  a  prejudic’d  Opi¬ 
nion  of  their  own  Underftandings  preferable  to 
any  others  (for  there  always  will  be  fome  Scep- 
ticks  in  Arts  and  Sciences,  as  well  as  in  Religion 
and  Politicks)  are  apt  to  treat  Eflays  of  this 
kind  ftho’  ever  fo  ufefulj  in  a  ludicrous  flight¬ 
ing  manner  *,  who  becaufe  it  does  not  come  with¬ 
in  the  Compafs  of  their  reading  or  PraCtice,  and 
becaufe  it  does  not  fquare  with  their  opinionated 
Ideas  of  things,  put  on  a  folemn  grave  AfpeCt, 
as  if  they  were  wifer  and  more  penetrating  than 
their  Neighbours,  who  with  Eyes  and  Hands 
up-lifted,  and  with  Shoulders  fhrugg’d  up  in  the 
bargain,  look  upon  a  Man  as  guilty  of  a  great 
unpardonable  Crime,  when  he  commences  Au¬ 
thor,  and  upon  the  Promulgers  of  any  new 
Difcovery,  or  the  Revival  of  an  old  one,  to  be 
wild  and  chimerical  Projectors,  and  upon  thern- 
felves  as  the  only  fage  Perfons,  that  have  Per- 
fpicuity  enough  to  find  out,  and  Wifdom  to 
conceal  Matters  of  fuch  great  Importance,  as 
are  fit  to  be  known  by  no  body  but  themfelves. 
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that  complain  of  the  intolerable  Encreafe  of  new 
Books,  (though  perhaps  they  have  read  few  of 
thofe  which  are  older )  and  look  upon  the  Authors 
of  them  as  a  Pelf  or  Trouble,  rather  than  a  Race 
of  Men  of  any  Ufe  in  the  World,  who  fnarl  at 
other  Peoples  Labours,  at  the  fame  time  that  if 
they  read  at  all,  they  are  in  all  probability  reple- 
niffiing  themfelves  with  the  Fruits  of  their  Indu- 
ftry,  and  are  perhaps  themfelves  not  fo  wife  as  they 
endeavour  to  make  the  World  believe  they  are. 
Thefeandfuch  like  as  thefe,  Ifometimesmeetwith, 
but  of  them  I  hope  there  are  not  very  many,  and 
3tis  pity  ( from  that  ill-natur’d  turn  into  which  they 
are  got)  that  their  Numbers  fhould  encreafe,  for 
had  fuch  opinionated  narrow  fpirited  Reafons  al¬ 
ways  prevailed,  all  or  molt  of  thofe  ufeful  Dif- 
coveries,  with  which  the  World  has  for  fo  many 
Ages  been  diverted  and  improved,  would  not 
till  this  Time  only,  but  mull  for  ever  have  re¬ 
mained  in  Oblivion  and  Obfcurity  ;  and  tho’  per¬ 
haps  it  may  be  true,  that  iiKHiftory,  and  fome 
other  parts  of  Literature,  the  Books  which  are 
now  printed,  are  nothing  but  a  tautologous  Re¬ 
petition  of  what  others  have  wrote  before,  and 
that  the  Publication  of  them  is  rather  a  Burthen  on 
the  Publick  than  inftrudtive  to  it,  yet  the  new  Im¬ 
provements  which  are  daily  making  in  Hufban- 
dry  and  Gardening,  are  at  the  fame  time  both  a 
fufficient  Teltimony  of  the  Deficiency  of  old 
Books,  and  the  want  there  is  of  new  to  explain 
and  perpetuate  thofe  Difcoveries,  and  will  be  a 
fufficient  Juftification  for  one  who  profefies  fome- 
thing  of  Agriculture  and  Rural  Improvements, 
and  in  the  publick  Situation  I  am  in  at  W ftmin- 
fter-Hall,  and  in  the  Employ  of  a  Seedfinan ,  if  by 
any  means  I  can  contribute  towards  thofe  ufeful 
and  defirable  Ends,  without  being  thought  guilty 
of  the  Itch  of  Writing.  And  this  will  be,  I  hope, 

a  fufficiens 
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a  fufficient  Apology  to  all  reafonable  Perfons,  for 
my  attempting  to  meddle  in  a  Province  to  which 
it  may  be  thought  I  am  not  equal ;  but  as  to 
Criticks,  as  no  Condefcention  whatever  will 
be  fufficient  to  fatisfy  them,  I  fhall  not  trou¬ 
ble  myfelf  much  about  them.  But  ro  pro¬ 
ceed.  Suppofing  that  this  is  the  true  Cythifus , 
(which  I  have,  I  think,  undeniably  prov’d)  ic 
may  in  the  next  Place,  in  all  probability,  be 
ask’d,  How  I  am  fure  that  it  will  live  in  Eng* 
land ,  which  is  one  of  the  coldell:  uncertain  Cli¬ 
mates  in  this  part  of  Europe ,  and  not  fo  warm 
by  much  as  Italy ,  France ,  or  Spain  ?  I  anfwer. 
That  they  have  as  cold,  or  colder  Weather  in 
thofe  Countries  than  any  is  in  England ,  tho* 
their  Winters  do  not  laft  fo  long,  nor  are  their 
Springs  fo  wet  as  they  are  here  ;  befides,  from 
long  Experience  we  are  inform’d,  that  Lucerne , 
which  has  by  fome  been  thought  a  very  tender 
Plant,  will  do  near  as  well  with  us  as  them,  if  well 
ordered,  and  taken  care  off,  (which  Idoubt  it  very 
feldom  is)  and  from  the  Obfervations  I  have  for  a 
good  while  made  of  it,  efpecially  in  all  thefe  fharp 
Frofts,  it  being  January  the  8  th,  it  gives  little  or  no 
way  to  them,  tho’  planted  under  a  Hedge,  quite 
out  of  the  reach  of  the  Sun,  and  facing  the  Cold, 
tho*  all  things  elfe  which  Band  near  it,  are 
rotting,  and  in  a  languifhing  Condition,  all  the 
hurt  that  I  can  perceive  which  happens  to  them, 
being  for  want  of  an  open  free  Air,  which  is 
the  Cafe  of  thofe  which  are  kept  within  Doors, 
But  of  this,  more  in  the  enfuing  Paragraphs. 

If,  again,  it  fhould  be  ask’d,  how  it  comes  to 
pafs,  that  a  Plant  of  that  Importance  which  this  is 
reprefented  to  be,  and  that  has  been  fo  long  in  the 
World,  fhould  not  be  hit  upon  by  any  body  for 
fo  many  Years,  but  by  one  whofe  Bufinels 
muft  neceflarily  take  him  off  from  Botanical 

C  Enquiries, 
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Enquiries,  when  there  have  been  fo  many  Vo 
lumes  of  Hufbandry  wrote  within  this  five 
Hundred  Years  haft  paft,  by  Gentlemen  of  the 
greated  Application  and  Study,  of  the  deep¬ 
ed  and  mod  penetrating  Genius,  as  well  as  Re¬ 
putation  and  Credit  ;  that  there  may  be  great 
Reafon  to  fufped,  that  the  Plant  here  produced 
is  not  genuine,  but,  according  to  Language 
often  met  with,  an  Impofition  upon  the 
World  ♦,  where,  fay  they,  are  the  Evelyn’s,  the 
Nourfe’s,  the  Hart  lib’s,  Blythe’s  and  Mortimer’s , 
with  many  others,  (too  many  to  be  named  in  this 
Place)  that  they  fhould  not  give  a  particular 
Account  of  a  Plant  which  is  here  affirmed  to 
be  of  fuch  Univerfal  Benefit  to  Mankind  ? 

To  the  lad  part  of  this  Quedion,  I  anfwer : 
Fird,  that  tho’  I  have  not  been  fo  happy  as  to 
have  a  thorough  Knowledge  of  all  Parts  of  Botany* 
yet,  from  ancient  Authors,  I  have  endeavour’d  to 
get  fo  much  as  is  neceflary  for  the  Knowledge  of 
thofe  Plants  which  are  of  themodgeneral  and  pub- 
lick  Ufe  in  Hufbandry,  &c.  and  have  confulted  all 
thofe  Books  which  have  fallen  into  my  way,  where 
I  was  mod  likely  to  find  Materials  for  my  Pur- 
pofe,  and  where  the  Plants  I  wanted  were  the  bed 
defcrib’d,  which  with  the  Obfervations  I  have  made 
of  this  as  well  as  others,  I  have  carefully  compar’d 
with  the  Original  Account  given  by  Columella ,  Flu 
ny ,  and  other  Authors,  and  have,  I  hope,  undenia¬ 
bly  from  thence  proved,  that  this  is  that  Cythifus 
which  they  mean,  and  which  was  of  old  in  fo  great 
Repute. 

As  to  the  other  part,  I  beg  leave  to  anfwer. 
That  the  Studies  of  fpeculative  and  ingenious 
Men,  are  often  of  fo  fublime  and  refin’d  a  Na¬ 
ture,  that  they  are  apt  to  overlook  Plants  of  fo 
little  moment  as  that  of  Fodder,  having  more  re¬ 
gard  to  thofe  which  are  more  material,  and  of 

greater 
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greater  Ufe;  befides,  their  Enquiries  being  of  a 
very  extenfive  Nature,  it  is  no  wonder  that  they 
efcape  fome  of  thofe  GraiTes  or  Fodders  which 
have  not  been  of  late  ufe  in  Hufbandry  ;  add  to 
this,  thatPerfons  in  the  common  Employ,  or  Fro- 
feffion  of  Plants  (tho9  they  are  not  the  bed  ac¬ 
quainted  in  the  Theory)  yet  by  their  Conveiiation 
with,  and  Experience  amongft  them,  they  may 
with  great  Reafon  more  eafily  and  more  aptly 
difcover  feveral  Matters  worthy  of  Oblervation, 
both  as  to  their  Kinds,  Nature  of  Propogation, 
Growth,  &c.  than  Gentlemen  of  greater  Spe¬ 
culation  can  ;  and  to  this  one  particular,  I  mean 
this  fortuitous  Difcovery  of  things,  is  chiefly 
owing  all  or  moft  of  thole  Inventions,  with 
which  the  World  has  been  fo  long  bsnefitt.ec!, 
witnefs  that  of  Gunpowder,  Printing,  and  the 
like,  which  was  not  accomplifh’d  by  Perfons  ot 
any  great  Figure  amongft  the  Learned  ;  but 
chiefly  by  Perfons  illiterate,  and  of  no  Conic- 
quence  at  all,  not  the  moft  learned,  not  the 
moft  lagacious  ;  the  Divine  Author  of  things  re- 
fer.ving  a  Power  to  himfelf  of  difcovering  the 
moft  ufeful  things,  when,  and  by  whom  he  thinks 
fit  ;  becaufe,  to  ufe  the  words  of  a  learned  Phy- 
fician,  44  Man  is  a  vain  Being,  and  would 
44  be  too  apt  to  triumph  and  boaft  of  his  Con- 
44  quefts,  and  negledt  to  admire  the  fupreme 
44  Caufe  of  Things,  ftiould  all  the  wonderful^ 
44  (I  beg  leave  to  add  the  minuted)  Works  of 
44  Nature  be  laid  open  to  his  view  at  once,  and 
44  no  Secret  be  differed  to  efcape  the  Sagacity 
44  of  his  Enquiry. 

44  Befides,  it  is  plain  from  Experience,  that 
44  the  Deity  takes  great  delight  to  let  Mankind 
44  into  the  Knowledge  of  his  Works  by  de- 
4<  grees,  that  they  may  have  dill  frelli  and 
44  frefh  Caufe  to  admire  them,  and  be  truly 
44  thankful  for  the  great  Benefits  they  receive 
44  thereby,  C  2  Ig 
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To  draw  towards  a  Conclufion  of  this  Epiftle* 
(which  I  fear  will  by  many  be  thought  too  long 
for  an  EfTay  of  the  following  Bulk)  I  hope  no  bo¬ 
dy,  from  what  has  been  faid  in  this  Preface,  or 
in  any  other  part  of  the  following  Letter,  will 
interpret,  that  I  take  upon  me  to  underftand  the 
Nature  and  Culture  of  Plants,  better  than  others 
of  my  ProfefTion  do  ;  no,  tho’  I  can’t  be  fo  un- 
juft  to  myfelf  as  to  fay,  that  I  have  been  a  loitering 
idle  Spectator,  in  what  has  been  this  30  Years  paft 
tranfadling  in  the  Vegetable  Kingdom  altogether; 
yet  I  rauit  own,  that  there  are  a  great  many  Gar¬ 
dener^  whole  particular  Employments  have  plac’d 
them  more  amongft  Exoticks  than  mine  has, 
( which  has  yet  been  a  little  tooj  who  muft  of 
courfe  have  more  Knowledge  of  them,  than  it  is 
poflible  for  me  to  have.  Nor  do  I  think,  that 
my  hitting  upon  this  Plant,  and  the  great  Ufes 
to  which  it  may  be  applied  in  the  Britifh  Hufban- 
dry,  before  any  body  elfe  has,  is  what  no  body 
elfe  could  or  might  not  have  done  as  well  as 
myfelf ;  no,  the  whole  feems  to  be  owing  to  a 
particular  Accident  which  I  have  elfewhere  freely 
acknowledged,  and  alfo  fet  it  down  in  the  plain- 
eft  manner  I  could ;  notwithftanding  which,  the 
Pains  that  I  have  taken  to  promote  whatever  is 
really  and  efientially  neceffary,  will,  I  hope,  be 
fome  Demonftration,  that  tho’  I  am  engag’d  in 
too  great  a  hurry  of  other  Bufinefs,  to  attend  fome 
ot  thofe  elaborate  and  curious  Enquiries  into 
Vegetation,  which  require  that  great  Affiduity 
and  xAttention  that  Perfons  of  Leifure  and  For¬ 
tune  aretobliged  to  allow  for  them  (fuch  aftidu- 
ous  conftant  Attendance  being  lit  for  fuch  Per¬ 
fons  only)  ;  yet  1  have  endeavour’d,  as  far  as 
ever  my  Capacity  would  aftift  me,  neither  have 
I  fpared  any  Pains  to  make  my  felf  as  good  a 
Matter  as  I  could  of  thofe  particular  Parts,  which 

I  judg’d 
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I  judg’d  would  be  the  mod  ufeful  and  fervice- 
able  to  the  Country  where  I  live  and  get  my 
Bread  in,  in  thofe  Parts  efpecially  which  come 
within  the  Verge  of  Hufbandry,  I  have,  I  may 
juftly  fay,  taken  more  Pains  than  any  of  thofe 
who  generally  profefs  Gardening  have. 

To  conclude,  as  to  this  Effay  which  I  am  now 
upon,  I  hope  no  body  will  accufe  me  of  being  too 
verbofe,  or  of  ufing  too  many  Words  on  an  Im¬ 
provement  which  ftho’  little  known)  I  can,  as 
far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  affirm,  that  befides  its 
being  the  bed  Fodder,  that  it  will  grow  on  the 
pooreft  fandy  Ground  that  is;  ("provided  it  be 
foft,  and  in  an  open  free  Air,  as  in  many  other 
Places  is  fet  down)  that  of  all  the  Fodders  that 
grow  upon  the  Ground,  at  lead  that  have  been 
to  be  found  in  any  of  the  Books  of  Hufbandry, 
either  ancient  or  modern,  none  (the  Lucerne  not 
excepted)  exceeds,  if  equals  the  Cythifus ,  as 
to  its  Duration  and  Growth.  All  other  Fodders, 
as  Frefoyle^  Broad  Clover ,  St  Foyne ,  &c.  are  fub- 
je<d  to  the  annual  Decays,  or  dying  of  their 
Greens  nearly  down  to  the  Ground,  whild  this 
Plant  will,  if  not  cut  too  late  in  the  Year,  fas 
from  Specimens  now  ready  to  be  produc’d  is  vi- 
fible)  maintain  a  perpetual  uninterrupted  Ver¬ 
dure,  Youth,  and  Vigour,  fubjecd  to  no  Ha¬ 
zard  or  Decay,  continuing  a  lovely  tender 
Green,  fit  for  any  fort  of  Cattle  to  eat ;  one, 
two,  or  three  Foot  high,  when  little  elfe  but  a 
few  decay’d  Leaves  of  any  thing  elfe  are  to  be 
feen  above  Ground  ;  and  when  old  ("if  our  Cli¬ 
mate  be  not  over  fevere  for  it)  it  will  flower  all 
Winter  long,  and  whereas  the  Lrefoyles ,  Clover , 
&c.  lad  not  above  three  or  four  Years,  and  the 
St  Foyne  not  above  twenty  or  thirty  at  mod,  this 
(from  the  bed  Ideas  I  can  form  of  it)  feems  to 
be  in  its  Nature  capable  of  lading  Time  out  of 

Mind, 


xviii  The  CP  R  E  FAC  E. 

Mind  unalterable  and  unchanged,  and  not  Tub- 
:?e<t  (if  I  may  be  allowed  fo  to  exprefs  my  felf) 
to  the  melancholy  State  of  Impotence  or  old 
Age.  But  as  it  grows  older,  fo  alfo  if  it  be  in  a 
free  open  Air,  it  will  grow  the  (Longer,  be  the 
more  beautiful,  and  produce  the  greater  Quan¬ 
tity  of  Fodder. 

It  may  be  laid,  that  if  what  I  have  related  of 
the  great  Ufes  and  Excellencies  of  the  Cyihifus  be 
true,  and  that  it  will  grow  on  fuch  poor  Land, 
then  there  will  be  no  need  fat  leaft  not  fo  much 
as  there  has  been)  of  Clover ,  St  Foyne ,  &c.  all 
which  is  allow’d;  efpecially  for  Winter  feeding, 
for  which  it  is  undoubtedly  moll  excellent  in  the 
nurfing  of  Lambs,  and  the  preferving  of  Sheep 
from  that  Rot  which  low  Grounds  often  fubjects 
them  too;  but  then  every  Country  has  not  of 
that  heathy  dry  barren  Soil,  nor  can  I  warrant 
its  growing  on  wet  Ground,  on  the  contrary  am 
apprehenfive  it  will  not,  nor  can  there  be  Quan¬ 
tity  enough  of  the  Plant  got  for  all  thofe  Purpo. 
fes  for  fome  Years. 

To  feveral  other  Queries  and  Objections  which 
are  or  may  be  made  concerning  Improvements 
in  Hulbandry  in  general,  or  againft  the  Raifing 
and  Propagating  of  this  Plant  in  particular,  there 
may  (by  fome  who  are  averfe  to  all  Improve¬ 
ments)  be  another  added,  which  is,  that  if  fuch 
vaft  tracts  of  Land  as  I  aim  at,  may  in  Time  be 
fo  ufefully  and  fo  largely  improved  ;  then  the 
Value  of  all  low  Lands  mud:  of  courfe  fink 
much  lower  then  they  are,  and  confequently 
all  Landlords  as  well  as  Tenants  who  are  fo  un¬ 
happy  as  to  belong  to  fuch  Eftates  be  great  Suf¬ 
ferers  ;  and  that  it  is  well  enough  known  already, 
that  in  plentiful  Years  Corn  carries  fo  little  a 
Price,  that  Tenants  can  fcarce  live  and  pay 
their  Rents. 
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To  this,  which  is  the  mod  potent  Pofnion 
againft  Improvements  of  any  that  I  know  of,  it 
may  be  anfwer’d,  that  it  is  true  the  Improve¬ 
ments  on  Corn-Grounds  has,  by  the  breaking 
up  of  Pafture,  Downs,  &c.  been  lb  great,  that 
there  is  as  it  were  a  perfect  Glut  of  Corn,  and 
the  Price  fo  low,  that  Tenants  can  fcarce  pay 
their  Rent  ;  yet  I  aver,  that  this  Improvement 
is  of  another  Nature,  and  will  not  any  ways 
effect  the  Price  of  Corn,  but  only  Meat,  which 
is  always  dear  enough,  and  too  dear  for  many 
poor  People,  if  not  middling  Houfekeepers  to 
buy,  and  fhould  there  come  any  Years  of  Rot  or 
Decay  amongft  Cattle,  the  Plant  that  I  am  re¬ 
commending  will  be  of  fingular  Ufe.  Befides, 
mod  Gentlemen  who  have  low  fcituated  Farms, 
have  alfo  thofe  which  are  high,  fo  that  what 
they  lofe  in  one  Place,  they  get  in  another. 

Laftly,  as  before  hinted,  that  if  this  Cythifus  is 
fo  extraordiniry  a  Plant,  as  has  been  reprefented, 
then  the  Improvement  made  by  the  T 'refoyle j. 
Clover ,  St  Foyne ,  and  la  Lucerne ,  will  be  out  of 
Date ;  to  which  I  anfwer  alfo,  diat  Nature  has 
formed  feveral  Plants,  for  feveral  places  ; 
fome  for  watry  Scituations,  as  is  the  Lucerne , 
fome  for  arable  and  middling  Lands,  as  are  the 
Frefoyles ,  Clover ,  St  Foyne ,  &c.  and  fome  for 
thofe  which  are  very  high,  poor,  and  dry,  as 
the  Spurry ,  Lentils ,  this  Cythifus ,  &c.  fo  that 
while  the  Hills  are  to  be  cloath’d  with  the 
Cythifus ,  the  Lucerne ,  or  Medick  Fodder,  may- 
take  PofTefiion  of  thofe  which  are  low,  deep, 
fandy,  and  moift ;  whilft  I  would  advife  the 
St  Foyne ,  Broad  Clover ,  &c.  for  middling  arable 
Field  Lands  as  ufual ;  it  may  by  fome  be 
thought,  that  rich  Meadow  Land  is  too  good 
for  Lucerne ,  the  natural  Grafs  being  a  fufficient 
Recompence  for  the  Rent,  Cfr.  of  fuch  Land ; 

but 
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but  whoever  will  give  himfelf  the  Trouble  of 
reading  the  Letter  from  Warminfter  in  Wiltjhlre , 
which  is  fet  down  at  full  Length  in  the  later 
Part  of  this  Efiay,  will  find,  that  befides  the 
Latermath,  good  deep  Meadow  or  Corn  Land 
will  produce  fix  Ton  a  year  on  an  Acre :  whereas 
it  muft  be  very  rich  Meadow-Land  indeed,  that 
will  produce  above  three  Ton,  or  three  Ton 
and  a  half  \  befides,  one  Ton  of  Lucerne  is 
worth  two  of  common  Grafs. 

And  thus  have  I  fet  down  all  that,  I  think,  is 
neceffary  as  to  the  Introduction  of  the  Cythifus ,  and 
the  keeping  of  the  Lucerne ,  St  Foyne ,  Clover ,  &c. 
Hill  on  in  the  Briti/h  Hufbandry,  all  that  I  have 
to  add  to  this  Preface  is,  that  if  thefe  or  any  other 
of  my  Endeavours  have  been,  or  lhall  be,  in  a- 
ny  Degree  ufeful  to  thofe  whofe  Delight  is  in 
Hufbandry,  Planting,  or  Gardening,  I  fhall  think 
my  felf  very  happy,  promifing  my  felf,  from 
the  Generofity  and  Goodnefs  of  this  induftrious 
Age,  that  they  will  have  fome  Regard  to  the 
Perfon,  and  confequently  the  Circumftances  and 
Employ,  of  that  willing,  tho’  unworthy,  Inftru- 
ment  by  and  through  whom  fuch  Improvements 
have  been  convey’d.  And  here,  before  I  con¬ 
clude  this  Preface,  befides  the  kind  and  gene¬ 
rous  Acknowledgements  I  have  met  with  from 
particular  private  Perfons,  I  muft  take  the  Liber¬ 
ty  of  owning  the  Honour  and  Favour  of  a  Let¬ 
ter  fent  me  by  Order  of  the  Honourable  Society 
for  Improvement  in  Agriculture,  eftablifh’d  ac 
Edinburgh ,  with  fome  Commands  in  my  own 
Way,  which  I  fhall  gladly  execute  *,  and  hope, 
though  this  Epiftle  and  the  following  Letter 
bears  a  little  hard  upon  a  Gentleman  to  me  un¬ 
known  in  that  Country,  (he  being  as  I  am  lately 
inform’d  a  Gentleman)  yet  when  the  Contents  of  it 
are  duly  weigh’d  and  put  in  practice,  the  up-land. 
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fandy,  heathy,  Places  of  that  Country  will  receive 
great  Benefit  in  their  feeding  by  it,  at  lead  it 
will  promote  thofe  Markets  in  the  South  to  which 
their  lean  Cattle  are  fent,  to  a  very  great  Degree, 
fince  if  this  Plant  anfwers  the  Character  given  of 
it  by  the  Ancients,  as  well  as  by  fome  Botanifts 
which  have  curforily  wrote  of  it,  it  may  be  a  juft 
Query,  whether  the  fandy  Land  of  Norfolk  and 
Suffolk  will  not  be  much  better  improv’d  by  this, 
than  by  T urneps  or  any  other  Improvement  they 
have  amongft  them. 

Another  Objection  which  I  fhall  anfwer  of 
thofe  who  know  but  a  little  of  the  Cythi- 
fus  is,  that  it  being  a  difficult,  if  not  an  im- 
poffible,  thing  to  get  a  fufficient  Quantity  of 
Seed  to  propagate  it,  if  it  fhould  be  fo  ufeful  a 
Plant  in  Husbandry  as  I  have  reprefented  it, 
it  may  be  fome  Years  before  there  can  be  a 
Fund,  or  Stock  enough  of  it  to  be  got  fit  to  fup~ 
ply  thofe  unlimited  Tra&s  of  Land  that  are  pro- 
mis’d  to  be  furnifn’d  in  this  Account.  To  clear 
up  this  Difficulty  it  muft  be  obferv’d,  that  al- 
moft  every  Joint  or  Set  of  this  Plant  will  take 
Root  and  grow,  and  that  any  large  old  Stock 
will  fupply  as  much,  if  not  more,  Encreafe  that 
way,  than  if  it  did  produce  any  reafonable  Quan¬ 
tity  of  Seed  ('which  I  don’t  yet  defpair  to  fee  nei¬ 
ther,  when  the  Cultivation  of  this  Plant  is 
better  underftood.  And  there  is  this  one  thing 
more  to  recommend  it,  that  when  any  Gentle¬ 
man  is  once  poflefs’d  of  the  Species,  he  may  by 
Degrees  raife  what  he  pleafes  from  his  own 
Stocks,  and  by  that  means,  in  time,  furnifh  vaft 
Tra&s  of  Land. 

I  beg  leave  to  anfwer  another  Obje&ion  which 
may  poffibly  beftarted-,  viz.  That  no  Perfon 
ought  to  write  on  any  Subject  in  the  praflice 
of  which  he  is  riot  entirely  verfed.  If  this  Ob- 

D  je&ion 
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je&ion  be  allowed  how  may  Volumes  of  Hufban- 
dry,  fc.  which  were  wrote  before  thefe  Sci¬ 
ences  came  into  Repute,  would,  with  their 
Authors,  be  liable  to  Cenfure  and  Ridicule,  for 
not  having  wrote  fully  on  luch  things,  as  in 
the  early  Dawnings  of  thofe  Arts  and  Sciences 
were  in  Obfcurity.  Befides,  Experiments  of  a- 
ny  kind  are  fit  only  for  Gentlemen  of  Fortune  *, 
not  for  a  Tradefman  who  maintains  himfelf  by  his 
Labour  and  Induftry,  for  by  that  means  his  Fa¬ 
mily  may  ftarve  while  he  is  trying  Experiments 
for  the  Goo  d  of  his  Co  un  t  r  y,  it  being  I 
hope  as  much  as  can  be  expelled  from  fuch  a 
one,  if  from  the  Converfation  he  has  with  Gentle¬ 
men  of  Ingenuity  and  Induftry,  and  his  own  cur- 
fory  Obfervations,  he  prefen ts  the  World  with 
Hints  which,  if  well  purfued,  are  likely  to  be  of 
ufe  to  Mankind,  leaving  the  farther  Profecution 
of  it  to  Gentlemen,  whofe  Intereft  and  Inclina¬ 
tions  lead  them  to  a  Trial  of  the  fame,  with 
this  Reftraint  on  himfelf,  not  to  trouble  the 
World  with  expenfive  Chimeras,  without  pro¬ 
bability  of  Succefs  or  Profit,  when  they  do  fuc- 
ceed. 

And  I  muft  beg  leave  to  fay  in  my  own  Be¬ 
half,  that  I  hope  there  is  not  one  Improvement, 
which  I  have  offer’d  the  publick,  the  Trial  of 
which  would  coft  5  Pounds.  Witnefs  the  Bur¬ 
ning  of  Clay,  the  Experiments  concerning  the 
La  Lucerne ,  &c. 

Laftly,  If  there  fhould  be  any  Material  Er¬ 
rata,  either  of  the  Author  or  the  Prefs ;  which 
undoubtedly  there  may  from  my  want  of  Lei- 
fure  to  corre£t,  I  hope  the  candid  Reader  will 
correal  and  excufe  it, 
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In  a  Letter  to  a  Noble  Lord. 


New-  Palace-  Yard,  Weft - 
My  Lord,  minfter,  Jan.  14.  ij¥r„  - 

I N  C  E  I  had  the  Honour  of  com¬ 
municating  my  Thoughts  to  your 
Lordfhip  fome  time  in  May  laft* 
concerning  the  Plant  which,  from 
fo  many  concurring  Circumftances 
I  judg’d  to  be  the  true  Cylhifus 
of  the  Ancients,  of  which  Varro ,  Columella ,  Virgil „ 
Pliny ,  and  others,  have  given  fo  high  a  Chara¬ 
cter,  as  being  not  only  the  belt  Food  (a)  then 
known  for  Bees,  Cocks  and  Hens,  Neat,  Sheep, 

(a)  Cythifum  in  agro  efie,  quam  plurimum  maxime  refert, 
quam  gallinis,  apibus,  capris,  caprinis,  bubus,  quoque  &  omnia 
generi  pecudum  utilliflimus,  &Y,  Calumet,  de  Re  Rujlica  lib.  v. 
cap.  1 1 , 
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Goats,  and  all  Sorts  of  Cattle *,  (the  Medica , 
(b)  or  Medic  Fodder,  or  Lucerne ,  not  excepted) 
for  which  Cattle,  as  (c)  Pliny  fays,  would  for- 
fake  even  Barley  itfelf,  and  that  it  was  a 
Plant  (for  it  is  not  properly  an  Herb)  which 
might  be  propagated  either  by  Seed  or  Sets, 
which  would,  when  well  rooted,  flourilh  and 
profper  well  on  the  pooreft  Lands  it  could  be 
put  on,  and  alfo  endure  the  fevered:  Winters 
which  could  happen,  I  have  rais’d  feveral  of 
the  Plants  which  grow  in  a  luxuriant  manner, 
altho’  the  Sets  were  very  fmalJ,  and  not  planted 
before  the  later  End  of  May,  or  Beginning  of 
June  \  when  in  Truth  they  ought  to  have  been 
put  in  the  later  End,  of  March ,  or  Beginning 
of  April  at  the  latefl. 

My  Lord,  the  Revival  of  a  Plant  fo  ufeful  as 
this  may  be,  to  the  World,  will  not,  I  humbly 
hope,  be  thought  an  unprofitable,  or  unneceffa- 
ry  Amufement  and  Pleafure  to  a  Nobleman  of 
that  Generofity  and  good  Nature  fo  peculiar  to 
your  Great  Birth,  who  was,  upon  the  firft  Men¬ 
tion  which  I  prefum’d  to  make  of  it,  fo  well 
pleas’d  as  to  take  a  particular  View  of  thofe 
Places  in  ancient  Authors,  on  which  I  founded 
thofe  Notions  which  I  entertain’d  of  it ;  nor  will 
the  Profped  of  the  Plant  itfelf,  or  of  that  beau¬ 
tiful  Figure  it  makes  through  all  the  Parts  of 
Vegetative  Hiftory,  be,  I  hope,  lefs  acceptable 
than  the  Ideas,  which  your  Lordfhip  firft  con¬ 
ceived  of  it. 

{b)  Pliny  writing  of  the  Medica  or  Lucerne,  thus  hns  it. 
Be  Cythifo,  cui  Sc  ipfi  principatus  (meaning  the  Medica)  da- 
tur  in  pabulis.  Vid.  Nat.  Kill.  lib.  XVIII.  cap.  XVI. 

(c)  Frutex  eft  Sz  Gy  thiius^  ab  Ariftomacho  Athenienli  miris 

laudibus  prsedicatus,  pabulo  ovium, - Utilitas,  quae  eruo, 

fed  ocyor  latietas,  perquam  modico  -pinguefcente  quadrupede 
ita  ut  jumenta  hordeum  fpernant.  P/in-  lib.  xiii.  cap.  23. 

The 
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The  Cythifus  (as  the  Sequel  of  the  following 
Paragraphs  mod  humbly  reprefent  to  your  Lord- 
fhip)  was  originally  an  Inhabitant  of  one  of  the 
ancient  Iflands  of  the  Cyclades  now  the  Archipe¬ 
lago  *,  from  whence  it  was*difperfed  over  all  the 
Grecian  and  from  thence  tranflated  to  the  Ro¬ 
man  Empire,  where  it  remain’d  for  a  long 
Time  as  may  be  learnt  from  their  Poets,  and 
thofe  who  wrote  of  Plants,  and  was  efteemed  the 
bed  Fodder,  they  either  planted  or  fowed,  for 
their  Cattle  ;  and  being  carried  to  Spain ,  was 
there  very  happily  preferved  (during  that  great 
Inundation  of  Barbarity  by  which  the  Goths  de- 
droy’d  Italy )  and  was  probably,  at  lad  (with 
the  Medica )  carried  back  again  thither,  for  the 
Beautifying  and  Re-improvement  of  thofe  defo¬ 
late,  ravag’d.  Kingdoms,  (d) 

To  proceed,  my  Lord,  on  my  Obfervations 
concerning  this  Plant.  The  Green  of  them  (for 
it  grows  fomething  like  Dwarf  Willows)  tho’ they 
are  planted  in  a  Northern  Scituation,  and  out  of 
the  Reach  of  the  Sun,  are  at  the  Time  of  the  wri¬ 
ting  this  Letter,  a  full  Foot  high  or  more,  the 
Stalks  are  very  tender  and  full  of  Leaves,  and 
as  fit  for  green  Fodder  now  as  Clover,  or  any 
other  of  our  Grafs-Seeds  are  in  the  middle  of 
Summer,  and  the  Plants  are  of  fo  hardy  an  A- 
fpedf,  that  I  am  no  ways  doubtful  but  that  (the 
flowering  part  excepted,)  they  will  dand  the 
Severity  of  any  Winter,  and  in  every"  refpedt 

( d )  Auguftino  Gallo,  an  Italian  Ruftick  Author ,  fays, 
that  the  modern  Italians  recover'd  the  Medica,  or  Lucerne,  af¬ 
ter  it  had  been  lojl  in  Italy,  by  the  Inundations  of  thofe  barba¬ 
rous  Nations,  the  Goths  and  Vandals ;  nor  is  it  unlikely  that 
the  Cythifus  fbould  be  rcflored  at  the  fame  time,  fince  Uerera, 
a  Spanifh  Writer ,  fays  in  his  Book  of  Husbandry,  that  the  Cy¬ 
thifus  ziras  cultivated  in  his  lime  in  Spain, 
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anfwer  the  Character  given  of  the  true  Cythifus , 
by  the  Authors  abovementioned. 

1  am,  my  Lord,  naturally  led  into  this  long 
Account  I  am  about  to  give  to  your  Lordfhip, 
concerning  the  Description  and  Ufes  of  this 
Plant,  becaufe,  in  a  little  Treatife  fome  few 
Months  (ince  publilh’d  by  (<?)  Mr  Cowell ,  late  of 
Hoxton,  Gardener ,  there’s  a  Letter  from  a  Gen¬ 
tleman  (who,  I  fince  hear,  is  very  curious  in 
Hujbandry  and  Gardening)  figned  A.  Heron,  and 
dated  from  Bargaly  near  Dumfries  in  Scotland, 
Dec .  4.  1729.  which  alferts,  that  the  Baftard 
Sena  was  the  Plant  that  the  Ancients  valued 
fo  much  for  the  fattening  of  their  Cattle  :  His 
Words  arethefe: 

ec  I  have  endeavoured  to  improve  the  Plant 
<c  the  Romans  valued  fo  much  for  the  fatten- 
“  ing  of  their  Cattle,  called  by  them  Cytifus ; 
ct  of  all  the  Species  of  that  Plant,  that  call’d  the 
««  the  Baftard  Sena  is  the  molt  acceptable  to  all 
forts  of  Cattle,  both  Horfe,  Neat,  Sheep, 
“  Flares,  Rabbits,  (Ac.  who  eat  it  with  very 
much  Delight. 

“  It  is  a  Shrub  that  is  a  great  Increafer  by 
<c  Suckers,  and  will  over-run  a  whole  Acre  plant- 
cc  ed  at  two  Foot  and  a  half  Diftance  in  a  little 
<c  Time;  and  when  at  ten  or  twelve  Inches  high, 
“  may  be  mown  to  great  Advantage  thrice  in  a 
<c  Year ;  and  I  never  doubt  but  it  will  fubfift  for 
twenty  or  thirty  Years  together  without  being 
c<  plow’d  up. 

“  It  takes  belt  planted  in  the  Stubble  Field, 
cc  after  two  or  three  Crops  of  Grain  have  been 

ft)  See  CowellV  Curious  and  Profitable  Gardener,  p.  7. 
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M  taken  off *,  nor  does  it  fucceed  lefs  in  a  poor 
“  Tandy  or  gravelly  Soil,  provided  they  be 

dry,  or  where  other  kinds  of  Grals  will  not 
“  thrive. 

“  Nor  is  there  any  Red  Dutch  Clover ,  or  St 
<c  Foyne ,  Tweeter  to  the  Tafte  *,  and  ’tis  difficult 
cc  to  preferve  it  in  the  Winter  Seafon  from  Hares* 

<c  who  make  their  Way  thro*  Hedges.”  With 
more  to  the  Tame  Purpofe,  which  is  demonftra- 
tive  of  the  Goodnefs  and  Ufefulnefs  of  this  Plant. 
Concluding,  “  That  it  was  a  Pity  that  Gentle^* 

“  men  and  Farmers  had  not  more  Knowledge 
“  of  it.  ” 

As  to  the  Goodnefs  of  the  Plant,  or  its  Apti¬ 
tude  to  fatten  and  improve  all  forts  of  Cattle,  I 
have  nothing  to  fay,  Tuppofing  (what  from  the 
worthy  Account  I  have  lately  had  of  that  Gentle¬ 
man,  I  need  not  doubt)  that  it  is  eftablifh’d  on 
Fadts,  of  which  I  have  not  had  Experience  e- 
nough  either  to  contradidt  or  approve,  but  much 
doubt,  nay  am  fully  perfwaded,  that  the  Sena  is 
not  fo  much  as  a  Genus  or  Species  of  the  To  much 
efteemed  Cythifus ,  but  rather,  (as  it  is  moil  evi¬ 
dently  known  by  all  who  are  in  the  leaft  converfant 
in  Gardens,  or  in  the  Hiftory  of  Plants,)  of  the  (f  )  • 
Colutea  Family,  the  Defcription  and  Character 

(f)  Whoever  is  not  well  vers'd  in  the  different  Names  and 
kinds  of  thefe  tzvo  Plants  ( the  Cythifus  and  Colutea)  may 
find  them  plac'd  under  two  difintt  Genders  in  Monf  Tourne- 
fort’s  Elemens  de  Botanique,  fe£t.  11.  Genre.  II.  Tom.  X. 
Plate  41 6.  As  alfo  in  Seft.  3.  Genre  III.  Tom.  I.  Plate  41 8. 
Tom.  III.  Where  by  the  Defcription  and  Plates  it  will  be  evi¬ 
dently  feen ,  that  they  have  little  or  no  Relation  to  one  another , 
at  leaf  that  they  are  not  the  fame  Plants.  The  fame  Difin- 
ftion  is  alfo  vifible  from  the  two  Accounts  given  of  each  Plant , 
by  Gerrard,  p.  1305.  and  1299.  And  by  Parkinion,  p.  H71* 
and  227,. 
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of  which  are  very  different  from  the  Cythifus , 
the  Colutea ,  or  Sena,  being  let  in  two  Ranges  of 
Leaves,  nearly  oppofite  to  one  another,  five  or 
fix,  or  more,  on  a  Side  ;  but  the  Leaves  of 
the  Cythifus  are  connected  or  knit  together  three 
on  a  Bunch,  on  the  top  of  the  Stalk, as  all  Trefoyles 
are,  in  every  part,  very  different  from  the  Co - 
lutea  or  Baftard  Sena . 

Befides  all  which,  the  Seed-Veffels,  which  help 
to  determine  the  particular  Species  of  any 
Plant,  are  quite  different  one  from  another,  the 
Seed  of  the  Sena  is  contained  in  thin  Bladders  or 
Veffels,  and  is  for  that  Reafon,  by  Botaniffs, 
called  Colutea  Veficaria  or  Bladder  Sena ;  fo  alfo  is 
the  Barba  Jovis ,  another  Kind  of  the  Colutea , 
which  is  railed  on  hot  Beds,  and  is  a  beautiful 
annual  or  rather  biennial  Plant  in  a  Garden  ;  but 
the  Seed  of  the  Cythifus  is  contained  in  Shells 
like  fmail  Peafe,  Vetches,  or  Tares,  fome  in 
thofe  which  are  ffrait,  as  in  the  Cythifus  fecundus 
Clufii ,  and  others,  and  fome  in  thofe  which  are 
horned  or  ciooked  as  the  Sickle-Peafe  are,  as  is 
the  Cythifus  cornutus  of  Gerrard ,  and  the  Cythifus 
Mar  ant  bee  cornutus  of  Parkinfon ,  of  which  more 
is  faid  elfewhere. 

Befides,  the  true  Cythifus  which  is  deferibed- 
by  the  Ancients  is  an  Evergreen,  and  blows 
in  the  Winter,  whilft  all  the  Colutea's,  at  leaft 
thole  with  which  I  am  the  beft  acquainted,  blow 
in  the  Summer  and  are  deflituteof  Leaves  all  the 
W  inter ’long,  which  is  another  ftrong  Objection 
not  only  as  to  the  Kind,  but  the  great  Ufes 
of  this  Fodder,  which  would  be  ineffimably 
the  better,  if  it  bore  Leaves  and  was  pf  ufe  in 
the  Winter. 


To 
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To  this,  my  Lord,  give  me  leave  . 

to  add,  that  if  (g)  Pliny  is  to  be  be- 
liev’d,  the  Cythijits  beforememon  d  thifus. 
has  its  Derivation  from  Cythnos ,  by 
fome  Cythinos ,  one  of  the  Iflands  of  the  antient 
Cyclades ,  from  whence  it  was  carried  almoff  ail 
over  Greece ,  where  it  was,  as  (h )  Columella  witneifes. 


call’d  aut  xxpvUnv  aut  rpotprit',  becaufe  it 
was  the  moft  ufeful  Food  of  any  they  ha  i  for 
Cocks  and  Hens,  Bees,  Sheep,  Goats,  and  all  other 
Cattle  •,  to  this  beautiful  flowering  Ifland  of  Cyth¬ 
nos  ^  Ovid  (i),  in  his  Mel  amor phofis,  feems  to  al¬ 
lude,  when  in  the  War  which  Minos  King  of 
Crete  made  upon  the  Athenians ,  for  the  Murder 
of  his  Son  Androgens ,  this,  as  well  as  aim  oft  all 
the  Iflands  of  the  Cyclades,  join’d  with  him.  Whilft 
the  Colutea ,  or  Baftard  Sena  (which  Mr  Heron ? 
in  his  Letter  to  Mr  Cowell ,  fays  is  the  true  Cy- 
thifus ,  fo  much  efteem’d  amonglt  the  Romans ; 
tho*  it  was  originally  a  Grecian  Plant,)  was  re¬ 
ally  of  fo  little  Account,  that  none  of  the  Au- 


fgj  Concerning  the  Derivation  of  the  Word  Cy thifus,  fee 
alfo  what  V offius,  in  his  Etytnological  Dictionary,  kb  titulo 
CY,  fays  of  it.  Cy  thifus,  vel  potius  Cytifus ,  wirier®-,  ita  di- 
citur  ab  urbe  Cytilo,  ut  quidem  cenfet  Servius,  ad  i  Eel.  Cy- 
thifus,  genus  f rut  ids  vel  herb  or,  qu<e  nafdtur  inter  campos  df 
fylvas,  in  Cythifa  civ  it  ate-  Junius  P  hy  / atgyrius  idem  .  yed 
Cythifam  infulae  nomen  facit.  Puto  autem  utrumque  ^'ijli, 
cum  Geographorum  nullus  Cythifae,  five  urbis,  five  iniular, 
meminerit.  Nifi  potius  Librarii  error  eft,  ac  utrobique  relcri- 
bendum  Cythno  :  quae  juxta  Atticam  Sc  Eubaeam  in  ula  eit,  ill 
qua  Cythifus  inventa  eft.  Plinius  lib.  xiii.  cap.  24.  inventus  hie 
f rut  ex  in  Cythno  infula :  inde  tranfatus  eft  in  0  nines  Cydadas.  tnox 
in  urbes  Guecice.  A  Cythno  igitur  Cythifo  nomen  videtur  Vid. 
Yoflii  Etymol.  Ling.  Lat.  p.  173. 

(h)  Vid.  Columel.  lib  de  Arboribus,  cap.  xxviii.  p.  231. 

(i )  Florentemquc  Cythnon,  Scyron,  planamque  Seriphon, 
Marmorcamque  Paron,  quaque  impia  prodidit  arcem, 
Sithonis  accepto,  quod  avara  popoicerat,  auro. 

Ovid ,  M(tW>  Ub.  vii.  ver.  464. 

E  thors 
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thors  who  have  copied  from  them  have  (as  far  as 
I  am  able  to  gather)  fo  much  as  mention’d  it. 
Nor  is  the  Original  of  that  Plant  in  the  leaft  ac¬ 
counted  for  in  any  of  the  Hiftories  of  Plants  or 

Herbals,  which  I  have  lately  feen - only  that 

it  is  of  Greek  Original — —except  it  be  Ruellius , 
who  fays,  that  it  has  its  Derivation  bom  (k) 
3^A uHct,  the  Fruit  of  which  is  very  good  to  fat¬ 
ten  Sheep.  But  this  I  fear  was  a  borrowed  Mif- 
take,  and  has  been  perhaps  the  occafion  of  ma¬ 
ny  others  which  have  been  committed  on  this 
Head . 

And  this,  my  Lord,  leads  me  into  a  more 
particular  Account  of  this  Plant,  which  is  the 
undoubted  Cythifus  of  the  Ancients,  and  to  fihow 
the  Reafons  why  I  am  fo  confident  it  is,  and  that 
its  Ufes  are  what  thofe  Authors  of  Antiquity 
have  fet  down,  alfo' to  fhew  the  Reafons,  why  I  be¬ 
lieve  it  may  be  introduc’d  into  the  Engli/h  Huf- 
bandry,  if  we  can  but  get  Seed  from  abroad, 
or  have  a  proper  Scope  of  Time  given  for 
encreafing  it,  by  Cuttings  or  Slips,  every  bit 
of  which,  if  but  an  Inch  or  two  long,  will 
grow ;  nor  is  this  any  new  Difcovery,  but  the 
revival  of  a  Plant  which  has  been  as  it  were 
obliterated  and  forgot  by  Time,  and  has  been 
for  many  Years  kept  in  clofe  Confinement  (much 
againft  it’s  will  in  Green-houfesJ  where  its  only 
Fault  was,  that,  without  any  advantages  of 
Fire,  it  grew  fo  faff  as  to  fill  up  all  the  Alleys 
through  which  one  was  to  pafs,  and  by  its  luxu¬ 
riant  growth  choak’d  up  all  thofe  Plants  which 
flood  nigh  it,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  they  have 
been  obliged  in  many  places  to  caft  it  out. 

(k)  Col u tea  se,  f.  Ruel.  a  xow%et ;  arbor  cujus  fru£tu  oves* 
sdmodura  pinguefeunt,  Vid.  Ruellius,  de  Nat.  Stirp.  p.  24. 
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What  I  have  faid  on  this  Head  will  not  l  hope 
be  judg’d  by  that  Gentleman,  or  any  of  hi3 
Friends,  to  be  the  produce  of  Ill-nature,  either  to 
reproach  the  Author  of  the  Miftake,  or  our  of 
Defign  to  advance  my  own  Notions  above  any 
body’s  elfe,  but  purely  out  of  a  juft  Regard  to 
Fadt ;  nor  can  it  be  indeed  any  great  Refiedcion 
on  the  worthy  Author  of  the  aforementioned  Let¬ 
ter,  whofe  diftant  Situation  and  great  Age  are 
fuch,  as  may  well  take  him  off  from  the  Purfuic 
of  that  Knowledge,  which  is  neceffary  to  make 
him  acquainted  with  that  infinite  Variety  of 
Plants,  which  the  more  Southern  Parts  of  the 
World  produce. 

But  now,  that  I  may  in  the  beft  and  cleared 
manner,  reprcfent  to  your  Lordfhip,  the  true 
Defcription  and  Ufes  of  this  Plant,  the  true 
Cythifus ,  and  demonftrate  that  it  is  really  that 
Plant  which  was  had  in  fo  great  Efteem  among 
the  Ancients,  be  pleas’d  to  pardon  me,  if  thro* 
a  Labyrinth  of  the  beft  Authors  of  Repute,  both 
ancient  and  modern,  I  trace  it  from  its  Original, 
and  by  comparing  what  they  have  wrote  on  this 
Subjedl,  as  well  as  by  my  own  Obfervations  on 
the  Plant  itfelf,  I  may  convince  all  that  oppofe 
it,  that  this  Plant,  and  this  only,  i$  the  true  Cy- 
thifus ,  which  was  propagated  by  them. 

The  Accounts  which  the  moft  celebrated  of 
all  the  Grecian  Authors  have  given,  as  Galen , 
Hippocrates ,  Arifiomachus ,  and  others,  are  fumm’d 
up  by  the  moft  learned  of  all  the  modern  Bota- 
nifts,  as  the  two  Bauhinus's ,  Parkinfon ,  Gerard , 
Ray,  &c. 

To  begin., then  with  the  Latins ,  the  beft  Ac¬ 
counts  we  have  of  it  are  from  Columella ,  or  rather 
Pliny ,  the  laft  of  whom  fays  the  Bark  or  Coat  of 
it  is  of  a  whitifh  Afpedt  :  “  And  that  if  any 

•  E  z  u  one 
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c*  one  would  exprefs  the  Image  or  Likenefs  of 
4  6  it  in  a  proper  manner,  it  was  like  or  rather 
‘c  indeed  it  really  was  the  narrow  leav’d  Shrub 
ic  Trefoyle,  which  he  had  before  obferv’d  would 
ec  be  in  full  Perfe&ion  in  three  Years  after  the 
<fi  fowing  or  planting  of  it.  (1) 


Of  this  Quality  is  the  Cythifus  of  which  I 
am  now  writing*,  but  what  makes  a  very  great 
Impreffion  on  me,  as  to  the  Truth  of  it,  is  its 
flowering  all  the  Winter,  which  none  of  the  Cy- 
tbifus  or  Colulea's  do ;  for  Pliny  ^  fpeaking  of 
the  lait  time  of  Mowing  it  in  the  Book  and 
Chapter  before  mention’d,  fays,  Demetitur  verno 
eequinoffiio  cum  florere  defivit ;  it  is  cut  at  the  vernal 
JEquinox ,  when  it  has  left  off  Flowering  *,  on 
which  account  Lelacampius  in  his  Notes  on  that 
Chapter,  is  very  exprefs  when  he  fays,  tota 
hyeme  floret ,  it  flourifhes  all  the  Winter,  as  does 
the  Cythifus  I  am  now  recommending. 

Colu?nella ,  in  his  Account  of 
Of  the  Opinion  the  Cythifus ,  though  he  was  more 
cf  the  Ancients  particular  on  the  Ufes  and  Vir- 

thus andtheirDe-  tues>  .and  the  manner  of  its  Pro. 
feription  of  it.  pagation,  has  placed  it  in  two 

diftindl  Parts  of  his  Treatife, 
firff:  under  the  Title  of  Herbs,  as  in  Lib.  v. 
Cap .  xi.”  of  his  Treatife  de  re  ruftied.  And  a~ 
gain,  in  his  Treatife  de  Arboribus ,  cap.  xxviib 
By  which  it  appears  very  plainly  from  him, 
that  the  Plant  by  them  meant,  was  of  an  arbo- 
refeent  or  rather  frutefeent  Turn  or  Growth, 
like  that  of  the  Willow,  and  not  properly  an 


(l)  - Canus  afpeflu,  breviterque  fiquis  exprimere  fimi- 

Iltudinem  velit,  anguftioris  trifolii  frutex.  Plin.  Nat*  Hift . 


iib%  xiii,  cap*  jtxiv. 


Herb. 
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Herb,  which  the  Editors  of  the  Index  to  the 
four  Ruftick  Authors,  feem  to  mean,  when 
they  fay,  fub  Titulo ,  (C.)  Cythifum  furculum  cJJ'e 
non  herb  am  - — —  Cytbifus  duplex  eft,  Cythifus  fru- 
tex  eft,  &c.  all  which  are  fo  exactly  agreeable 
to  the  growth  of  the  Cytbifus  I  am  now  up¬ 
on,  that  no  body  that  ever  faw  it  can,  I  think, 
raife  any  difpute  about  it. 

Permit  me  now,  my  Lord,  to  recite  what 
the  molt  Learned  of  all  the  European  Botanifls 
fwho  feem  to  have  copied  all,  or  moil  of  their 
Defcriptions  of  it  from  the  Greeks ,)  have  faid 
on  this  Head  ;  and  which,  from  all  the  Circum- 
flances  they  have  given  of  it,  is  the  Cythifus 
verus  ;  and  which  Mr  Ray  (m)  in  his  Hiftory  of 
Plants ,  fays  is  the  Cytbifus  incanus  filiquis  falcatisy 
of  C.  Bauhinusy  the  Cythifus  filiqud  incurvd ,  folio 
candicantey  of  J.  Bauhiney  the  Cytbifus  cornutus  of 
Gerard  (beforemention  ed)  and  the  Cythifus  Galeni 
creditus  Maranthce ,  cornutus  of  Parkinfon ,  who 
does  not  flick  to  affirm  it  to  be  the  fuppofed  true 
Cythifus ,  or  horned  flrefoyle ,  of  which  he  gives 
the  following  Account. 

( n )  This  Cythifus ,  (as  Galen  faith)  groweth 
to  the  height  of  a  Myrtle,  or  as  Pliny y  Coin - 
mella,  and  Strabotoy  to  the  height  of  a  Mean 
(or  as  I  take  it,  rather  the  Laburnum  or  Bean) 
Tree;  which  many,  as  Lagdunenfis  faith,  take 
“  for  no  other  than  the  Medica  Lunata  (and 
“  is  yet  defcribed  by  Befler)  as  it  grew  in 
4C  the  Biffiop  of  Cyftos’s  Garden,  to  be  in 
<c  fome  fort  anfwerable  to  what  Matthiolus  fetteth 
c<  forth  of  it.  For  acknowledging  his  former 

{m)  Vid.  RaiiHiftoriaPlantarum  de  Herbis  flore  papilionaceo 
feu  leguminofis.  lib.  xviii.  p.  973. 

(n)  Vid.  Theatrum  Botanicwai,  Park.  Tribe  16.  Cap.  54. 
p.  1471. 

44  Error* 
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<e  Error,  in  miftaking  the  'Trifolium  Caballinum , 
*c  or  Lucerne ,  to  be  the  Cytbifus and,  finding 
<c  in  Galen  that  the  Cytbifus  was  a  Shrub,  not  an 
tc  Herb,  he  fiieweth  this  Plant  which  he  received 
“  from  Artufus  as  the  right,  and  therefore  could 
“  be  no  Medic  a ,  (which  is  a  final!  creeping  Herb, 
<s  as  all  thofe  forts  are)  and  growing  to  be  two 
<c  Cubits  high,  covered  With  a  grayilh  or  an  afh 
<c  coloured  Bark,  the  Wood  whereof  is  firm  and 
cc  hard,  the  Leaves  are  hoary  and  whitilh,  as 
“  is  the  whole  Shrub  without  order,  three  to- 
fic  gether  on  fhort  foot  Stalks,  the  Flowers  are 
<c  of  a  gold,  yellow,  Ihining  Colour,  like  unto 
tc  Broom,  the  Seed  grows  in  crooked  Pods  *,  this 
Cytbifus  alfo,  which  is  the  feventh  kind  produ- 
ced  by  Gerard  (0),  •  and  called  by  him  Cytbifus 
cornutus ;  and  as  he  faith  hath  many  tough 
<c  hairy  Branches,  rifing  from  a  woody  Root, 
<c  four  or  five  Cubits  high,  which  are  divided 
ec  into  fundry  fmaller  Branches  befet  with  Leaves 
<c  like  the  Meadow  Trefoyle ;  among  which  come 
<c  forth  yellow  Flowers  like  Broom,  that  turn 
into  crooked  flat  Pods  like  a  Sickle,  wherein 
cc  is  contained  the  Seed,  tailing  like  the  Cuir 
<c  or  Ligumen  the  whole  Plant  is  hoary  like 
the  Rhamnus,  and  being  broken  or  bruifed, 
ec  fmellethlike  Rocket.” 

It  is  called,  fays  the  fame  Author,  pag.  1306. 

by  the  Greeks  zvWov,  that  is  to  fay  in  Latin, 
fcenum  fertile ,  or  fruitful  Hay  •,  and  does,  as  Hip - 
procrates ,  in  his  Book  of  the  Nature  of  Women 
and  Women’s  Difeafes,  fays,  encreafes  their 
Milk  when  they  are  fubjedt  to  be  dry.  And 
Ariftomachus  of  Athens  fas  we  have  it  in  Pliny) 
orders  it  to  be  given  with  Wine,  and  likewife 

(0)  Vid.  Gerard’s  Hlfl&ry  of  Plants*  lib .  iii.  p.  1305, 


to 
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to  be  boiled  in  W ater  for  Nurfes  to  drink  when 
their  Milk  fails.  Of  what  ufe  it  is  to  Bees, 
is  alfo  found  in  the  fame  Author,  as  he  has  it 
from  Democritus  and  Ariftomachus  *,  the  Wood 
of  this  Plant  is  fo  rough,  that  (p)  Beffus  relates 
that  the  'Turks  make  the  Handles  of  their  Sworda 
with  it. 

.  The  Description  which  one  of  the  Bauhines 
gives  (7/),  does  in  a  great  meafure  agree  with 
that  of  P ar kinfon  and  Gerard  with  this  Ad¬ 
dition,  that  the  Legumen,  or  Fruit  proceed¬ 
ing  from  it,  is  not  in  Perfection  till  towards 
the  beginning  of  the  Summer,  which  alfo  a- 
grees  with  what  Pliny  and  his  Commentator 
(which  are  already  quoted)  fays  on  this  Head  ; 
as  to  its  flowering,  feeding,  and  cutting,  there 
is  another  Matter  obfervable,  that  the  Pith  of 
the  Stock  of  this  Plant,  when  it  is  old,  is  black 
like  Ebony,  which  has  occafioned  fome  to  give 
it  a  Name  relating  to  that  Property.  Add  to  all 
thefe  Teflimonies  what  Tournefort  fets  downy>tf{r. 
143-  who,  from  its  healing  and  fattening  Quali¬ 
ty  cal^  it  Medicago  (r)9  and  from  its  Similitude 

to 


_  (p)  A*  hujus  ligno  enuum  manubria  Turcas  conficiunt,  Sc 
Caloieri  ratmi  fphaeriibs  precatorias  efformant.  Rail  Hi  ft. 
Plant,  lib.  xviii.  p.  973. 

..(l)  Cytifus  Marantnas  frutex  eft  totus  candidus,  earn  altita- 
dmem  attmgens  ad  quam  myrtus  crefcit.  Folia  fmgulis  pediculis 
terna,  retu.a  Sc  nonnihi!  'fiffa,  quae  ft  digitis  terantur  odorem 
xLrucae  proximum,  gulhta  verb  Cicer  recens  aemulantur.  Florem 
exciad’t  in  ramorum  cacnminibus,  laetum  afpedluque  oulcherri- 
nv.m,  colore  luteum  fed  faturato,  (parvum,  Geniftse  pi  lofts flori 
proximum,  ex  longo  pediculo.)  Siliquas  producit  pulchras,  la- 
tas,  cor.tortas  una  k  nonnunquam  pluribus  fpiris,  in  quibus  Se¬ 
mina  parva,  vjx  ineunte  asftate  maturefcentia.  Caudex  nigrunx 
cor  rennet  Ebeno  iimillimum,  quod  evenit  ratione  vetuftatis  ; 

nam  m  adolefcente  non  obfervatur.  C.  Banbin.  in  P inace,  p. 
389,  390.  r 

(r)  The  word  Medicap  is  probably  of  M.  Toitrnefort's  own 
imk,ng,  not  being  to  be  found  under  that  Title  in  any  other  Book 
0  uotany>  andirom  its  healing  and  fattening  Quality,  feems  to 

be 
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to  the  Herb  P'refoyle^  which  being  put  together 
is  the  Me  die  ago  trifolia  incana  frutex. 

By  this  time  your  Lordlhip  will,  I  humbly 
hope,  be  fatisfy’d  that  I  have  taken  fome  Pains 
in  the  perilling  of  thofe  Authors,  from  whom  I 
was  likely  to  procure  a  proper  Account  of  the 
Cytbifus ,  the  unanimity  of  whom  will,  ’tis  hop’d, 
be  a  fufficient  Warrant  for  what  I  have  faid  on 
this  Head  ;  but  lead  I  fhould  boaft  of  my  Perfor¬ 
mance  toofoon,  your  Lordfhip’s  Goodnefs  will,  I 
flatter  myfelf,  pardon  me  whilft  I  relate  that  (up* 
•  on  reading  what  the  Ingenious  Society  of  Gardeners 
have  wrote  contrary  to  my  Opinion)  I  was  at  firft 
at  a  Lofs  what  to  fay  in  Defence  of  my  favourite 
Plant  the  Cytbifus ,  and  fhould  have  given  it  up 
had  not  my  Ideas  of  it  been  ftrongly  rooted; 
for  after  they  had  given  the  Character  and  Names 
of  it,  they  proceed  with  great  Exa&nefs  to  re¬ 
late,  <c  that  this  was  the  Plant  which  was  by 
“  rbany  fuppofed  to  be  the  Cytbifus  mentioned 
“  by  Virgil,  in  his  Georgies  (I  rather  think  they 
<c  mean  his  Bucolics  becaufe  it  is  but  once  men- 
«  tinned  in  the  Georgies ,  but  four  or  five  times  in 
««  his  Bucolics  who  have  been  thereby  led  to 
<c  propagate  it  in  England ,  for  feeding  of  Cattle. 
«c  Whatever  the  Cytbifus  of  Virgil  was,  we  fhall 
not  (fay  they)  undertake  to  determine  ;  but  that 
“  this  will  never  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  feeding 
«  Cattle  in  England  we  can  affirm,  for  in  very 
c<  hard  Winters  it  is  apt  to  be  fo  cut,  that  it 

be  derived  from  Medicus  or  rather  Medico  and  agoy  were  it  not 
that  its  Derivation  according  to  Pliny  is  from  Media ,  from  whence 
it  was  (as  he  affirms)  brought  after  thofe  Wars  for  the  Improve 
jnent  of  Husbandry  \x\.Europey  and  not  from  Medica  ;  but  that  the 
Medica  and  Cytbifus  are  a  kin  to  each  other,  is  found  in  fome 
Englifo  Herbals,  and  fo  near,  that  they  have  fometimes  been 
taken  for  one  aonther ;  and  this  probably  was  the  reafon  why 
Pournefort  in  his  Elemens  de  Botanique,  Pom.  I.  f>-  328*  fays 
Medicago  eft  un  diminutif  de  Medica ,  comme  qui  diroit  une 
jplante  qu’  aproche  de  la  Luferne, 
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44  hardly  recovers  its  Verdure  before  the  middle 
44  of  May  and  it  is  a  hardy  woody  Shrub,  fo 
44  that  none  but  the  extreme  Parts  of  the  Shoots 
44  are  fit  to  be  given  to  Cattle *,  nor  does  this 
44  Shrub  afford  Shoots  of  any  confiderable 
44  length,  fo  as  to  bear  cutting  more  than  once 
44  in  the  middle  of  Summer:  But  however  unfit  it 
44  be  for  feeding  of  Cattle,  it  is  a  very  beautiful 
44  Shrub  in  a  Garden,  and  continues  flowering 
44  at  lead  feven  or  eight  Months ;  which,  to- 
44  gether  with  its  Silver-coloured  Leaves,  adds 
44  to  the  Variety  of  flowering  Shrubs.  This  was 
14  ( fay  they )  with  Care  preferved  in  Green- 
44  Houfes,  till  of  late  we  have  found  it  grow 
44  well  in  open  Air,  provided  it  have  a  dry  Soil, 
44  and  is  fheltered  from  the  cold  Winds.” 

This  Account  of  the  Cytbifus  had  like  to  have 
made  me  give  up  my  favourite  Plant,  not  know¬ 
ing  what  it  might  be  that  this  Body  of  expe¬ 
rienc’d  Gardeners  meant,  becaufe  their  Account 
did  not  agree  with  the  Obfervations  I  had  long 
made  of  it ;  for,  in  the  firlt  Place,  the  Severity 
of  the  prefent  Weather  *  is  as  great  as  any 
that  has  been  for  fome  Years,  and  yet  the 
Green  of  this  Plant  is  not  in  the  leaft  hurt,  altho* 
the  Sets  being  planted  late,  as  before  recited,  are 
very  young  and  tender*,  but  what  they  fay  of 
its  /hooting  fo  very  flow,  and  that  it  does  not 
require  to  be  cut  above  once  in  the  Summer, 
made  me  apprehend  that  we  either  were  not  right 
together  in  our  Notions  about  the  Genus  and 
Species  of  this  Plant,  or  that  they  had  not  much 
experienc’d  it,  fince  ’tis  very  vifible  that  it  will 
fhoot  like  a  Willow,  and  may  be  cut  five  or 
fix  times  in  a  Year  when  well  eftablifh’d.  The 
Hardnefs  of  the  Wood  is  an  Obfervation  quite 
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different  from  what  I  have  made  upon  the  Cythifus , 
the  Branches  being  of  themfelves  very  tender, 
and  fo  weak  as  to  proftrate  themfelves  in  a  hot 
Day,  when  there  has  been  no  Sun  for  a  pretty 
while,  tho’  they  rife  again  in  the  cold  (I  add  the 
coldeft)  frotly  Mornings  that  happen,  and  the 
Boughs  are  befet  with  tender  Leaves  of  a  mealy 
Bean  Tafte. 

Upon  this  I  apply’d  myfelf  to  one  of  the  Mem¬ 
bers  of  that  induftrious  Society,  who  having  the 
Plant  growing  at  that  Time,  I  expoftulated 
with  him,  concerning  what  had  been  fet  down 
in  the  foregoing  Paffage  ;  he  agreed  with  me 
that  it  was  the  Plant  they  meant,  but  that  after 
all,  he  believ’d  there  were  few  or  none  of  their 
Society,  who  had  Experience  enough  of  it,  to 
tell  whether  it  would  live  without  doors  all  the 
Winter  for  Fodder  or  no. 

Not  fatisfy’d  with  this,  I  apply’d  myfelf  to 
the  Ingenious  Mr  Phillip  Miller^  Botanick-Garde- 
ner  at  Chelfca ,  who  is  now  going  to  favour  the 
World  with  a  large  and  very  ufeful  Work,  who 
according  to  his  ufual  Gencrofity,  Opennefs,  and 
Freedom,  imparted  I  believe  all,  or  the  greateft 
part  of  thofe  Obfervations  which  he  had  made 
about  it  *,  particularly,  that  he  had  try’d  it  for 
a  Nobleman  in  Glovce ft  crjhire ,  who  is  a  very 
great  Lover  of  Hufbandry ;  and  for  a  Gentleman 
in  IViltftjire ,  whom  I  have  had  occafion  to  men¬ 
tion  in  the  Preface,  that  it  would  not  do  at  all  on 
clayey  Ground,  and  but  indifferently  on  Gravel; 
and  that  tho’  it  might  endure  abroad  in  common 
Winters,  (fuch  probably  he  meant  wherein 
Peafe,  Beans,  and  other  things  which  are  apt 
to  perifh  in  fevere  hard  Winters  would)  yet 
much  doubted  the  Succels  of  it  in  thofe  which 
were  very  cold  indeed,  and  then  carried  me  to 
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fee  a  Plant  which  the  Frofls  at  that  time  had 
much  injured. 

Notwithftanding  which  I  was  not  at  all  dif- 
may’d,  when  (upon  my  Return  to  my  own 
Plants)  I  found  them  as  frefh  as  ever,  upon  which 
I  fuppos’d  that  the  Reafon  of  their  being  alive 
and  frefh,  and  the  other  in  a  languifhing  Condi¬ 
tion,  was  owing  to  two  or  three  Caui'es ;  the 
firft  was,  mine  were  young  and  healthy  Plants, 
the  other,  a  Plant  of  fome  Years  (landing,  and 
which  had  been  cut  down  as  it  ought  *,  another  Rea¬ 
fon  was,  that  my  Plants  were  eartht  up  well,  and 
a  Trench  dug  at  the  Foot  of  them,  which  had 
drawn  off  all  fuperfluous  Moifture  from  the 
Roots.  Whilft  that  Plant  which  I  faw  in  the 
Garden  aforefaid,  flood  on  level  Ground,  by 
which  the  Roots  might  fuffer  as  well  as  the  Plead. 
Upon  which  I  concluded,  that  the  only  way  to 
prefer ve  the  Cythifus  in  Strength  and  Vigour  was 
to  keep  it  often  cut,  and  then,  like  Oziers, 
Peach  Trees,  or  any  thing  elfe  of  that  kind,  it- 
would  ftrike  deeper  Root,  and  confequently 
fhootup  the  thicker  and  (Ironger:  On  the  other 
hand,  I  faw  by  the  look  of  Mr  Miller’ s  Plant, 
that  it  had  been  headed  very  little,  if  at  all, 
there  being  much  large  old  Wood  above  the 
Root,  that  appear’d  to  be  more  than  one  or  two 
Months,  nay  even  more  than  one  Years  Growth  *, 
and  that  nipping  or  cutting  the  Cythifus  often, 
is  conducive  to  the  making  it  grow  ftrong,  I 
judg’d  from  a  few  Plants,  which  were  cropt  late 
in  the  year  by  a  Hog  which  broke  into  the  Gar¬ 
den,  and  which  were  (Ironger  and  more  (lurdy 
than  thofe  which  were  not  cropt  at  all,  that 
this  fort  of  Management  is  found  to  be  ufeful 
to  the  common  White-thorn,  and  even  to  Trees 
which,  being  more  tender,  are  kept  in  Green- 
Houfes,  to  the  White-thorn  efpecially  is  that  an- 
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dent  Wood-man’s  Proverb  cut  it  and  have  it',  and 
though  one  indeed  is  to  be  cut  in  as  few  Months, 
as  the  other  is  Years  or  fewer,  yet  the  Reafon 
is  the  fame  for  both ;  but  fuppofing  the  worft 
that  can  be,  and  that  this  Fodder  fhould  be  in 
fome  very  fevere  Winters  cut  off,  yet  it  anfwers 
what  the  Ancients  have  faid  of  it,  viz.  that  it 
may  be  eat  green  eight  Months  in  the  Year, 
and  dry  the  other  four  j  one  thing  I  am  now 
doubtful  off*  is,  that  the  Wetnefs  of  our  Springs 
are  fuch,  that  we  muff  never  hope  for  Succefs  in 
making  Hay  at  the  Vernal  iEquinox,  as  they 
did  in  Italy  and  Greece ,  but  muff  take  care  to 
make  it  in  the  Summer. 

And  now,  my  Lord,  after  I  have  detained 
your  Lordfhip  fo  long,  with  a  Defcription  of  the 
true  Cythifus ,  and  anfwer’d  all  the  Objections  which 
are  raffed  againff  it,  and  proved  (1  think )  beyond 
all  difpute,  that  the  Bafiard  Sena  is  not  fo  much 
as  a  Genus  or  Species  of  that  Plant,  which  w^as 
had  in  fo  great  efteem  amongft  the  Romans ,  as 
the  Author  of  the  aforefaid  Letter  from  Bargaly 
fuppofes,  it  is  time  for  me  to  give  your  Lord¬ 
fhip  the  beft  Account  I  can  of  its  Virtues  and 
Ules,  and  of  the  Methods  which  may  be  taken 
to  propagate  and  encreafe  it  i  being  a  Plant 
which  (tho’  it  has  been  long  confin’d  within 
the  fcanty  Limits  of  a  Green-houfe)  will  now, 
ffis  hop’d,  be  releas’d  from  its  Imprifonment, 
and  at  length  become  the  Decoration  and  Im¬ 
provement  of  deferred  Commons,  and  waffe 
uncultivated  Fields  *,  and  tho’  I  know  I  am 
but  making  a  naked  Repitition  of  what  your 
Lordfhip  has  long  ago  well  digefted  in  the  Ori¬ 
ginal,  yet  fince  this  Letter  is  by  your  Lordfhip’s 
Permiffion  defigned  to  appear  in  Print,  for  the 
publick  Good,  I  hope  I  fhail  be  excufed  for  this 
bolds  tho’  iffefuh  Attempt. 

Although 
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Although  Pliny  relates  that  the  Cythifus  was 
tranfported  from  the  Ifland  Cytbnos  or  Cythinos,  and 
from  thence  fpread  all  over  the  Grecian  Empire ; 
yeti  am  not  well  enough  fkill’d  in  that  Language 
to  know  whether  Homer ,  who  wrote  of  things 
in  general,  or  Hefiod  who  wrote  of  Hufbandry  in 
particular,  gave  any  Account  of  the  Virtues  and 
Ufes  it  was  of  to  the  World,  much  lefs  of  the 
Propagation  of  it ;  neither  have  I  leifure  at  pre- 
fent,  to  call  any  Body  to  my  Alliftance. 

Democritus  and  Ariftomachus  did  indeed,  as 
Pliny  teftifies,  promife  great  things  as  to  its  ufes 
to  Bees ;  but  their  writings  on  this  Head,  are, 
I  doubt, Hong  ago  obliterated  and  loft. 

Cato ,  one  of  the  firft  Roman  Writers  in  Huf- 
bandry  (which  is  extant)  did  not,  as  I  remem¬ 
ber,  write  any  thing  about  it ;  and  what  Varroy 
who  followed  him  wrote,  is  fo  concife,  that  little 
or  nothing  of  Ufe  can  be  collected  from  him. 

Columella ,  of  whofe  account  of  it,  I  have  al¬ 
ready  faid  fomething,  and  fhall  by  and  by  fay 
more,  has  treated  of  it  in  a  much  larger  manner 
than  other  Ruftick  Authors,  and  is  indeed  much 
to  be  minded  ;  but  whether  he  wrote  from  his 
own  Experience,  or  from  what  he  had  colle&ed 
from  the  Grecian  Writers,  is  uncertain  ;  be  it 
as  it  will,  whatever  he  has  wrote  is  perfectly 
agreeable  with  the  Nature  of  the  Plant ;  and 
were  there  no  other  Book  wrote  of  it  befides, 
the  Propagation  and  Ufes  of  the  Cythifus  might 
be  learned  from  it. 

Virgil,  who,  as  all  Authors  agree,  was  fet  at 
work  on  purpofe  by  Auguftust o  retrieve  the  decays 
that  Agriculture  labour’d  under,  during  the 
Declenfion  of  the  Roman  Common- Wealth,  and 
who  is  generally  fuppos’d  to  have  copied  what 
he  wrote  from  the  Grecian  Authors,  was  one  of 
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the  firft  amongft  the  Romans  who  tun'd  his  Lyre 
to  this  delightful  ufeful  Plant. 

In  his  ninth  Paftoral  between  Lycidas  and 
Mceris,  when  he  is  going  to  retake  the  Poffef- 
fion  of  his  Eftate,  he  hints  at  the  great  Ufes  it  is 
to  Kine,  efpecially  Heifers,  where  thus  Lycidas, 

Sic  tua  Cyrneas  fu giant  examina  tax  os. 

Sic  Cytifo  paftce  dijlentent  ubera  vaccce . 

Ec  l.  ix.  ver.  31. 

Thus  Englifh’d  by  Lord  Lauderdale. 

So  may  thy  Swarms  avoid  the  Cyrnean  Yew, 
And  Milk  in  plenty  from  thy  Heifers  flow. 

And  in  his  firft  Paftoral,  writing  of  the  Plea- 
fure  the  Goats  take  in  eating  it,  he  thus  has  it : 

Infer  e  nunc ,  Melibcee,  pyros ,  pone  or  dine  vites. 

Ite  mere,  felix  quondam  pecus ,  ite  capellce. 

Non  ego  vos  poflhac ,  viridi  projedtus  in  antro , 
Dumofa  pendere  procul  de  rupe  videbo. 

Carmina  nulla  can  am,  non ,  me  pafeente ,  capellce , 
Florentem  Cytifum,  &  falices  carpetis  amaras. 

Ecl.  i.  ver .  74, 

Thus  Englifh’d  by  Lord  Lauderdale , 

Go,  Melibceus ,  now.  Wretch  that  I  was, 

To  prune  my  Vines,  or  plant  the  Peary  Race, 
My  once  dear  flock,  my  Goats,  I  bid  adieu  \ 
No  more  fhall  I  on  Banks  and  Cliffs  for  you 
Extended,  watch  how  you  in  fafety  go. 

When  climing  heights,  or  feed  on  Shrubs  below; 
I  to  my  Flock  no  more  fhall  flng  foft  Strains, 
As  I  was  wont,  when  grazing  on  the  Plains, 
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Or  lead  them  where  luxuriant  Trefoyle  grows* 

Or  on  the  Sallow's  bitter  Rind  to  browze. 

And  in  his  fecond  Paftoral. 

Hue  ades ,  6  formofe  puer.  Tibi  lilia  plenis 
Ecce  ferunt  nymph  ce  calathis:  tibi  Candida  Nan 
Pallentes  violas  &  fumma  papavera  car  pens, 
Narcijfurn  &  florem  jungit  bene  olentis  anethi . 

Turn  cafia ,  atque  aliis  intexens  fuavibus  her  bis, 
Mollia  iuteola  pingit  vaccinia  caltha. 

Ipfeego  cana  legam  tenera  lanugine  mala, 
Caftaneafque  nuces ,  me  a  quas  Amaryllis  amabat. 
Addam  cerea  pruna:  iA  honos  erit  huic  quo que  porno. 
Kt  vos ,  o  lauri ,  carpam ,  iA  te ,  proxima  myrte. 

Sic  pofitce  quoniam  fuaves  mifeetis  odores . 

Rufticus  es,  Cory  don:  nec  munera  curat  Alexis: 

Nec fi  muneribus  certes ,  concedat  Iolas . 

Eheu,  quid  volui  mifero  mihi !  floribus  Aujlrum 
Perditus ,  &  liquidis  immifi  fontibus  apros. 

Quern  fugs,  ah  demens !  habitarunt  Dii  qaoque  filvas , 
Dardaniufque  Paris.  Pallas ,  quas  condidit  arces s 
Ipfa  colat :  nobis  place  ant  ante  omnia  filvce . 

Torva  leana  lupum  fequitur ,  lupus  ipfe  capellam: 
Florentem  Cythifum  fequitur  lafeiva  capella: 

Te  Cory  don,  O  Alexi:  trahit  fua  quemque  voluptas. 

Ecl.  ii.  ver.  45. 

Thus  Englifh’d  by  the  Noble  Earl  before 

mentioned 

Oh  beauteous  charming  Boy !  come  here  and  fee 
Bafkets  of  Flow’rs,  the  Nymphs  cull  out  for  thee : 
Lillies  and  pale-look’d  Violets  they  brincr. 

And  the  fair  Naids  crop  the  early  Spring. 

The  fragrant  Sweets  with  artful  Hands  they  join. 
Where  Poppy-Heads  and  Daffodils  combine. 
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Caffia  and  Bill  are  added  to  the  Store, 

With  Cowjlips ,  Marigolds ,  and  many  more 
In  order  wove,  a  Garland  to  compleat, 

Adorn’d  with  every  Flower  and  every  Sweet, 
But  Ne Marines  and  Peaches  I  admire. 

And  Chefnuts  which  my  Amaryllis  does  defire  : 
Plumbs  too,  and  Apples  do  deferve  our  praife,  *J>' 
And  you,  Oifoyjand  Myrtles ,  crown  our  lays,  > 
Becaufe  you  gratefully  your  Odours  raife.  J 
But  Corydori* s  a  Swain,  his  Bribe’s  too  poor,  ~> 
Alexis  {corns  his  Gifts,  his  Mailer  can  give  more,  > 
Thou  ftriv’ft  in  vain  to  offer  all  thy  Store,  j 
Alas!  what  wou’d’ll  thou  do?  leave  all  affray. 
Let  Storms  thy  Garden  fpoil,  or  Flowers  decay  s 
Or  in  thy  Meadows  let  the  favage  Boar 
Pollute  thy  Springs,  and  thy  tender  Plants  devour. 
Whatdoft  thou  fly?  the  Gods  themfelvesdo  dwell 
In  Shades,  and  Paris *  Court  was  but  a  Cell. 

Let  Pallas  live  in  Cities  Ihe  has  made. 

We  are  far  happier  in  the  fylvan  Shade. 

The  Lyon  hunts  the  Wolf,  the  Wolf  the  Kid, 
The  wanton  Goat  on  Trefoyle  loves  to  feed  : 

So  Corydon  Alexis  does  purfue. 

And  ev’ry  Man  the  Pleafure  in  his  View. 

I  ffiall  draw  towards  a  Conclufion  of  what  I 
have  to  take  from  Virgil ,  with  what  he  fays  fin 
his  tenth  Paftoral  where  he  comforts  Gallus  for 
the  Lofs  of  his  Miftrefs)  of  its  great  ufes  to 
Bees,  for  whofe  fake  the  Cythifus  was,  by  the  An¬ 
cients,  always  planted  in  or  near  their  Apiaries, 
the  Flower  of  it  being  fweet,  and  affording  a 
fine  Liquid  to  load  themfelves  with  *  even  in 
the  depth  of  Winter. 

Ecquis  erit  modus !  inquit :  amor  non  talia  curat . 

Nec  lacrymis  crudelis  amor ,  ncc  gramina  rivis , 

Nec  Cytifo  faturantur  apes ,  nec  fr  on  dc  cap  elite. 

I  hay$ 
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I  have  made  bold  to  alter  a  few  Words  in 
the  Tranflation  to  make  it  plain,  otherwife  it 
is  as  that  Noble  Lord  has  rendered  it. 

There  is  no  Medium  ’twixt  Extreams,  fays  he* 
Love  values  nothing  but  its  Liberty  *, 

So  barbarous!  humane  Tears  can  never  pleafe. 
No  more  than  Cythifus  can  furfeit  Bee?. 

Or  Floods  can  fatisfy  the  graffy  Field  ; 

Or  wanton  Goats  with  verdant  Leaves  be  fill’d, 

I  fliall  borrow  but  one  Pafiage  more  from  Vir~ 
gily  which  is  a  fuller  Demonftration  of  the  great 
efteem  that  Poet,  and  all  the  Antient  Romans , 
had  for  the  Cythifus ;  after  he  had  fpoken  of  the 
great  Ufes  of  Sheep,  Goats,  and  other  Cattle  for 
Cloathing,  commends  it  for  the  encreafe  of 
Milk,  Cheefe,  &c.  in  the  ftrongeft  Terms.  Thus 

At  cm  laElis  amor ,  Cyri/urn,  lotofque  frequent es 
Ipfe  manUy  falfafque  ferat  preefepibus  herbas. 

Hinc  &  amant  fluvios  magis ,  &  magis  ubera  tendunt^ 
Et  falis  occultum  referunt  in  laffe  faporem. 

Multi  jam  excretos  prohibent  d  matribus  hcedos , 
Primaque  ferratis  preefigunt  ora  capiftris. 

Quod  furgente  die  mulfere,  horifque  diurnis ; 

Noble  premunt :  quod  jam  tenebris  foie  cadent e9 

Sub  lucem  export  ant  calathis  ( adit  oppida  paftor 

emique  reponunt. 
Geor.  iii.  v .  394, 

The  Reader  will  I  hope  excufe  me  if  I  endeavour 
to  alter  two  or  three  of  the  firft  Lines  which  my 
Lord  Lauderdale  gives  in  his  tranflation,  being, 
in  my  humble  Opinion,  very  wide  of  the  ori¬ 
ginal  Meaning  of  Virgil ;  for  the  Lotus  which  is 
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by  his  Lordfhip  tranflated  Broom ,  is  by  no 
means  fo,  but  an  Egyptian  Legume,  or  Herb, 
of  which  as  Pliny  lays  their  Shepherds  not  only 
made  Bread,  but  as  Homer ,  both  in  his  Iliad* 
and  Odyffey  fays,  was  plac’d  in  the  Number  of 
thofe  Herbs  in  which  the  Gods  themfelves  de¬ 
lighted.  Befides,  his  Lordfhip’s  Verfion,  in  o- 
ther  Particulars,  in  the  beginning  of  this  Sen¬ 
tence  is  but  indifferently  done  to  what  the  later 
part  is :  But  to  the  Tranflation  ; 

If  to  the  Love  of  Milk  your  Fancies  lead. 

Your  Flocks  with  Lrefoyle  and  the  Lotus  feed, 
Give  them  fait  Grafs  and  that  their  Udders  fills3 
From  Salt  to  Milk  a  favoury  Tafte  diftils ; 

The  Mothers  Teats  to  ftronger  Kids  deny. 

And  Iron  Muzzles  round  their  Nofes  tye  : 

Of  Mornings  Milk  at  Night  make  Cheefe  and 
Whey, 

Your  evening’s  Milk  next  Morn  to  town  convey 
In  wooden  Pails,  or  if  you  ftill  have  more, 
Make  falted  Cheefes  for  your  Winter  Store. 

This  Account  of  Virgil9 s,  relating  to  the 
Ufes  of  the  Cythifus  to  milch  Beafts,  is  alfo 
hinted  at  by  Pliny ,  when  he  is  giving  an  Ac¬ 
count  of  its  being  tranflated  from  the  Cyclades  to 
Greece ;  his  Words  are  thefe,  mote  in  urbes  Grczcas 
magno  cafei  procul  proventu ;  quod  maxime  miror  ra - 
rum  cjfe  in  Italia.  Plin.  Nat.  Hift.  lib.xiii.  cap.  xxiib 

Thus  far  from  Virgil ,  concerning  the  great  U- 
fes  of  the  Cythijus ;  but  much  more  to  the  Pur- 
pofe  follows  from  Columella  who  wrote  after  him, 
when  Claudius  was  Emperor  of  Rome\  permit  me 
to  give  it  in  his  own  Words,  leafl:  being  fond  of 
my  Subje<ff  I  lhould  be  thought  guilty  of  railing 
its  Charadler  above  the  real  Value :  Omni  generi 

pecudum 
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pecudum  utilijfimus  eft,  quod  ex  eo  cito  pinguefcit 9 
C5?  laftis  plurimum  preebet  ovibus ,  turn  etiam  quod  odlo 
menfibus  viridi  eo  pabulo  uti  (A  pofteo  arido  poffit ; 
prceterea  in  quolibet  agro ,  quamvis  macerrimo  celeriter 
comprehends,  omnern  injuriam  fine  noxa  patitur , 
Columell.  de  Re  ruftica ,  lib.  v.  cap.  xi. 

But  to  this  Purpole  alfo  Pliny  is  much  more 

exprefs,  when  he  fays, - -  non  ex  alio  pabulo 

latlis  major  copia  aut  melior ,  fuper  omnia  pecorum 
medicina ,  a  morbis  omni  ufu  prceftante .  And  in  the 
lame  Chapter  he  has  given  fo  high  a  Commen¬ 
dation  bf  it,  that  I  think  I  can’t  end  this  part  of 
my  Account  better  than  with  his  expreftions  on  it : 
Non  eeftuum ,  non  f rigor um,  non  grandinum,  aut  nivis 
injuriam  expavefcit,  Vid.  PI  in.  Nat.  Hift.  lib.  xiii, 
cap.  xxiii.  And  befides  what  Columella  and  Vir¬ 
gil  have  wrote  of  the  Ufes  of  it  to  Bees,  Pliny 
fays  from  Ariftomachus  and  others.  Apes  quoqus 
nunquam  defore  Cythijo  pabulo  contingent  e. 

This  Plant  which  I  have  fo  long  been  repre- 
fenting  to  your  Lordfliip,  may  be  propagated 
either  by  the  Seed  or  by  Cuttings,  the  particular 
Methods  of  which  I  fhall  give  at  the  clofe  of  this 
Account,  as  Cabbage  Seeds,  or  any  Plant  of  that 
kind,  are  planted  out  at  a  Foot  and  a  half  afunder, 
as  fays  Varro  ( s ) ;  or  at  four,  as  fays  Columella  (t ),  in 
the  manner  Oziers  are.  But  as  to  the  Propagation 
of  it  by  Seed,  there  has  been  fo  little  ever  known 
to  be  fav’d  in  England ,  the  flowering  of  it  be¬ 
ing  in  the  middle  of  Winter,  that  I  defpair  of 
ever  feeing  that ;  altho*  as  to  the  Green,  it  lives 

(s)  Cythifua  feritur  in  terra  bene  fuba&a,  tanquam  femen 
brafficse,  inde  dillertur,  &  in  fefquipedem  ponitur,  aut  etiam 
duriore  virgulze  deplantantur,  &  ita  pangitur  in  ferendo* 
Varro  deRe  rujiica.  lib.  i.  cap.  xliii. 

(t)  Plantas  deinde  vere  difponito,  ut  inter  fe  quoquoverfus 
quatuor  pedum  fpatio  diflent.  ColumeL  ie  Arboribus,  cap* 
xvvdii. 
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and  profpers,  and  is  all  that  Time  a  moft  ex¬ 
ceeding  beautiful  Plant,  which  ramifies  or  grows 
into  an  abundance  of  Shoots  *,  its  Propagation 
may  in  a  few  Years  be  made  with  great  eafe,  and 
in  great  abundance,  I  having  myfelf  feen  Cuttings 
enough  on  one  Plant  to  itock  a  Quarter  of  an 
Acre  of  Ground  at  leaft,  becaufe  every  Bit  of 
two  or  three  Inches  long  will  grow,  and  if  plan¬ 
ted  and  moderately  watered  in  the  Spring,  or 
any  of  the  Summer  Months,  will  root  withPlea- 
fure,  and  if  fet  at  three  Foot  afunder  about  Four 
thoufand  eight  hundred  will  be  more  than  fuffi- 
cient  for  an  Acre,  which  may  be  fed  the  firft  or 
fecond  Year,  if  done  with  Care,  concerning 
which  more  will  be  fet  down  in  the  Conclufion 
of  this  Difcourfe,  nothing  being  able  to  hurt  it, 
if  what  Pliny  obferves  in  the  Conclufion  of  his 
xxiii  chapter  of  lib.  xiii.  of  the  Cythifus  be  right, 
(where  though  in  general  he  advifes  the  mow¬ 
ing  or  reaping  of  it  as  foon  as  it  has  done 
flowering,  which  is  at  or  about  the  Vernal 
iEquinox,  which  happens  with  them  fome 
time  in  February)  yet  in  giving  Account  of  its 
Hardipefs,  and  that  according  to  Hyginus ,  no 
hacking,  chopping,  cutting,  or  any  other  ill 
Ufage  could  entirely  kill  it,  on  Account  of 
the  Ungratefulnefs  of  the  Wood,  it  may  not 
feem  unreafonable  that  it  may  be  cut  at  any 
Time  of  the  Year,  even  in  the  greateft  Heats 
qf  Summer,  as  well  as  the  Colds  of  Winter, 
$nd  I  am  confirm’d  in  this  Opinion,  not  only 
becaufe  it  is  of  a  dry  Nature,  and  not  fubjedt  to 
bleed  as  moft  other  GrafTes  or  Fodders  are,  but 
will  bear  to  be  well  hack’d  and  chopt  to  keep 
it  within  compafs,  both  within  and  without  door, 
and  I  may  add  at  all  times  of  the  Year ;  and  tho* 
the  Boughs  or  Branches  may  be  a  little  fticky. 
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if  fuffered  to  grow  too  long,  yet  in  an  open  and 
free  Air,  there  are  fuch  a  Number  of  fmall 
Leaves  that  encompafs  the  Stem,  that  there  is 
Efficient  picking  for  Cattle,  much  better  than 
can  be  had  on  any  of  the  Coluteas  or  Baftard  Se¬ 
nas,  or  any  other  Plant  or  Herb  of  thole  kinds. 
And  I  am  the  more  confirm’d  in  the  Belief  of 
the  Hardinefs  of  this  Plant,  from  an  Account 
that  I  have  lately  receiv’d  from  a  Gentleman 
newly  come  from  France ,  who  has  feen  it  grow¬ 
ing  and  blowing  in  open  Borders  in  the  Gardens 
at  Chantilly ,  where  it  flowers  in  a  very  agreeable 
manner  all  Winter. 

Pliny  diredts  the  fowing  the  Seed  Several  Obfer- 
in  the  Spring  as  you  do  that  of  the  v*tic*s  about 

Leek,  or  by  the  Stalk  in  Autumn  ^lanthi^tbT 
before  the  ffiort  Days  approach;  Cythifus. 
but  from  the  experience  I  have  had 
of  it,  I  take  the  putting  in  of  the  Cuttings  or 
tender  Stalks  about  the  later  end  of  March  or  be¬ 
ginning  of  April,  to  be  bed,  and  being  well 
watered  15  or  16  Days  at  their  firft  plantings 
will,  in  cafe  no  Rains  fall  at  that  Seafon  be  Effi¬ 
ciently  rooted  to  remove  into  the  open  Field 
the  firft  Rains  which  fall  in  September . 

The  fame  Author  fays,  that  when  Cattle  eat 
it  dry,  being  clear’d  of  Chaff  or  Duft,  it  fhould 
be  immerfs’d  in  Water ;  and  given  fparingly, 
becaufe  its  Strength  is  then  the  greater ;  that 
a  ftone,  or  15  or  16  lb  weight  is  Efficient  for 
a  Bait  for  a  Horfe,  (I  fuppofe  he  means  for  a 
Day  and  a  Night)  20  lb  for  an  Ox,  and  fo  on  in 
Proportion  to  the  Strength  of  the  Beaft  to  which 
you  give  it ;  and  that  if  you  would  cut  it  for 
Hay  (tho’  I  think  Stis  beft  to  ufe  it  green  the  beft 
part  of  the  Winter,  it  continuing  eight  or  ten 
Months  green,  if  not  cut  down  too  late)  it  may 

be 
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be  mow'd  about  the  Month  of  September ,  when 
the  fSeed  as  he  fays,  certainly  by  Miftake,  for 
it  is  the,)  Flower  begins  to  fwell ;  for  if  Pliny 
and  his  Interpreters,  and  the  Obfervations  I  have 
always  made  of  it  be  true,  the  Cytbifus  flowers 
all  the  Winter,  and  feeds  in  Spring  ;  but  it  may 
Led  twice  in  other  Countries  for  ought  I  know, 
as  feveral  other  things  do, 

Pliny  fays  atis  an  excellent  Fodder  for  the 
making  of  Cheeie,  and  Columella  and  Pliny  both, 
that  if  decoded  in  Wine,  and  given  to  Nurfeswho 
are  in  danger  of  being  dry,  it  will  caufe  them 
to  give  Milk  well,  and  make  their  Infants  the 
healthier  and  ftronger. 

Having  thus  given  your  Lord- 
Of  the  Meth-od  fhip  a  full  Account  of  this  Plant, 
proper  for  raife-  or  rather  Fodder,  which  was  held 

i^Briuia!  * US  *n  great  efteem  amongft  the 

ancient  Romans ,  its  Ufes  and  fe¬ 
deral  of  the  Methods  which  the  Ancients  took 
in  propogating  it,  I  beg  leave  to  conclude,  by 
laying  down  the  belt  Rules  I  can  for  the  in¬ 
troducing  it  into  the  Britijh  Hufbandry,  the 
Ground  allotted  for  it  being  that  which  is  hea- 
thy,  barren  and  dry. 

The  firft  thing  to  be  done  is  the  paring  up 
of  the  Sward  or  rough  Coat  of  Heath,  &c.  and 
throwing  it  into  Heaps,  and  burning  it  in  the 
fame  manner  as  is  pradifed  in  common  Burn- 
bakeing,  adding  a  Peck  or  half  a  Bufhel  of 
Time  to  every  Hill,  after  which  let  the  Ground 
be  plowed  as  ufual,  and  you’ll  have  a  Fund  of 
Mold  proper  to  plant  your  Stocks  in  Autumn. 

If  it  fhould  be  afk’d  how  it  came  to  pafs  that 
I  can  tell  that  the  Cytbifus  have  been  fo  long 
defcribing,  will  grow  on  poor  heathy  Land, 
when  there  has  been  few  or  no  experiments  ever 
made  of  it  in  England ,  and  that  I  cannot  poffibly 

have 
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have  any  other  warrant  for  it  than  the  Authority 
of  the  Ancients  ?  I  anfwer,  that  I  have  obferved 
for  thefe  twenty  Years  laft  paid,  that  it  would 
grow  in  the  pooreft  and  moft  worn  out  emaciated 
Soil  that  was,  provided  they  had  but  Air  and 
were  not  too  much  water’d,  both  which  would 
make  them  look  yellow,  and  caufe  the  Leaves 
to  fall  off,  and  when  wre  us’d  to  new  Cafe 
them,  which  was  generally  done  once  in  three 
or  four  Years,  we  put  the  pooreft  Mold  wc 
could  into  their  new  Cafes,  in  order  to  prevent 
their  growing  too  faft,  and  filling  up  the  Allies 
too  much,  and  from  thence  I  always  con¬ 
cluded,  that  it  was  a  Plant  which  was  chiefly 
fuftained  by  Air,  and  that  the  Reafon  of  its  be¬ 
ing  fo  hardy  was  owing  to  a  Drynefs  which 
was  its  natural  Property,  and  that  its  not  being 
a  fucculent  Plant,  as  moft  other  Grafies  are, 
was  the  Reafon  why  it  would  'refift  the  feve- 
rity  of  Wet  and  Cold  better  than  thofe  Plants 
would. 

According  to  the  Ancients,  the 
time  of  Sowing  the  Cythifus  is  ei-  Of  the 

■*  1  q  -  or  Sowing,  Plan- 

in  the  Spring,  when  the  Earth  is  ting ,  &c. 

well  till’d,  and  the  Ridges  made 
fine,  in  the  nature  of  a  Garden  Red,  as  Baziif 
or  any  other  Seed  is  fow’d  ;  but  I  would  rather 
in  this  Climate,  advife  the  fowing  the  Seed  in 
the  Spring,  than  at  any  other  Time,  that  the 
Plants  may  grow  up  and  be  ftrong  enough 
to  refift  the  Frofts  the  next  Winter,  when 
as  yet  they  may  be  but  tender ;  and  then 
in  the  Autumn  or  Spring  folowling,  they  may 
be  fet  out  as  in  other  cafes,  in  the  open  Fields, 
or  on  Hills  denftiir’d  and  prepared,  as  before  di¬ 
rected. 


$o  A  Dissertation  on  the 

Piiny.  fays  that  it  is  rais’d  with  very  little  Coff, 
by  fowing  it  amongft  Barley,  or  any  other  Spring 
Crop  from  Seed,  or  by  the  Sets  or  Stalks  before 
Rains  in  Autumn. 

But  in  cafe  Seed  cannot  be  had,  which  *tis 
much  to  be  fear’d  it  cannot  as  yet,  it  may  (as 
Columella ,  lib .  v.  cap.  xi.  advifesj  be  planted  out 
by  Cuttings  in  the  beginning  of  September ,  in 
Beds  prepared  as  before  ;  but  here  again  I  think 
it  more  advifeable  to  begin  this  bedding  of  the 
Cuttings,  the  later  end  of  March  or  beginning 
of  April ,  at  about  five  or  fix  Inches  afunder, 
as  our  Nurfery-Men  do  their  Elms  out  of  the 
W oods ;  for  by  that  means  the  Plan  ts  wil  1  be  fo  well 
rooted,  the  top  Green  being  cut  off  when  planted 
out,  as  to  live  without  watering  the  next  Year  in 
the  molt  open  Field,  or  Hill  ;  and  this  tranf- 
plantation  of  the  Plants  from  the  Nurfery-Bed 
into  the  open  Air,  is  certainly  molt  proper  the 
later  end  of  Auguft  or  beginning  of  September , 
for  the  Reafons  before  given.  If  this  Work 
be  deferred  till  Spring,  you  might  the  better 
fow  fome  Crops  of  Onions,  Dwarf- Peafe,  Tur¬ 
ners,  Spring- Tares,  or  other  Summer  Plants 
which  would  not  be  apt  to  run  up  tall,  and 
fhade  the  Plant  too  much,  as  thofe  do  who 
plant  Liquorice  and  other  things  of  that  kind  at 
Pomfret  and  other  Places ;  notwithftanding  which, 
as  the  Cythifus  Plants  are  to  be  let  in  Rows  as 
Willows  are,  if  you  can  fow  the  Interfpaces 
with  any  thing  at  that  Seafon,  or  in  other 
Words,  that  it  will  not  anfwer  the  Expence  you 
are  at,  you  may  defer  it  till  the  Spring  follow- 
ing,  only  new  houghing,  hacking,  or  plowing 
the  Ground  again  at  that  Time  ;  and  then  you 
may  fow  the  Seed  beforementioned,  as  well  as 
P  it  were  newly  broke  up ;  you  may  alfo  fow 

Spurry 
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Spurry  Seed,  Buck  Wheat,  or  the  Jike,  which 
delight  in  barren  fandy  Land. 

But  before  I  had  given  Dire&ions  about  the 
Cropping  the  Ground  between  the.  Roots,  I 
fhould  have  dire&ed  that  at  the  planting  of 
the  Cythifus  Plants,  the  Rows  fhould  be  fee 
out  with  a  Line  as  you  do  Hop-Hills,  that 
thefe  Rows  fhould  be  but  three  Foot  apart* 
whereas  Hops  are  generally  five  or  fix,  and 
having  taken  out  the  barren  Mold  a  Foot,  or  a 
Foot  and  a  half  Deep,  and  about  the  fame  Di¬ 
ameter,  fill  up  the  Hole  again  with  Burnbak’d 
and  other  Earth  and  Lime  mix’d,  for  although 
it  be  truly  afierted,  that  the  Cythifus  will  grow 
on  the  pooreft  Lands  when  they  are  rooted,  yet 
while  they  are  young,  they  ought  to  have  a  little 
more  Care  taken  of  them. 

It  will  as  yet  be  impofhble  for  me  to  give  an 
exadl  Account  of  the  Charges  which  attend,  or 
of  the  Profits  which  may  arife,  from  this  ufeful 
Plant,  though  as  to  the  firft  I  believe  I  can  come 
pretty  near  it. 

L  s.  d . 
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The  fmall  things  planted  or  Town  between  the 
Rows,  be  they  only  common  Grafs-Seeds,  will 
pay  for  the  Tillage  that  is  required  upon  it  eve- 
ry  Year,  and  as  it  is  a  Plane  that  will,  in  all  pro¬ 
bability,  laft  many  Years,  I  know  of  none  that 
is  fo  great  an  Improvement  in  Land  where  no¬ 
thing  elfe  will  thrive. 

One  Ufe  in  particular  I  take  to 
be  very  extraordinary  for  Ewes 
and  Lambs,  that  in  the  Winter  or 
Spring  Months,  when  there  is  no 
Grafs  to  be  found,  if  it  is  not  cut 
too  clofe  in  Autumn,  there  will  be 
exceeding  good  Fodder,  one  Foot  high  at  leaft, 
to  be  come  at  eafily,  tho’  the  Snows  fhould  fall 
amongft  them,  as  it  happen’d  this  Year,  full  of 
fine  fmall  green  Leaves,  which  by  the  very  Tafte 
of  them,  any  one  may  difeover,  are  of  a  healing, 
fattening  Quality,  and  will  by  no  means  be  fubjedt 
to  the  Rot,  as  many  other  Foods  in  thofe  Months 
will,  nor  is  there  any  time  of  the  Year  but  this 
Food  will  be  ufeful  ;  how  ufeful  then  it  will  be 
to  hous’d  Lambs,  I  need  not  add. 

Columella ,  and  other  Authors  tell  us,  that  the 
Cythifus  does  not  come  to  Perfection,  nor  fit  to 
cut  lor  the  ufe  of  Cattle,  till  it  has  been  grow¬ 
ing  in  the  Ground  three  Years  ;  but  for  my 
part,  from  the  Experience  I  have  had  of  it,  I 
cannot  fee  why  a  few  Ewes  and  Lambs  may 
not  be  put  into  it  the  firft  and  fecond  ;  and 
why  the  Stalks  of  it  may  not  be  mow’d  or  cut 
clofe  to  the  Ground  every  Spring. 

It  is  almoft  as  certain  as  any 
thing  of  this  Nature  can  be,  that 
by  the  luxuriance  of  its  growth  in 
an  open  free  Air,  it  may  be  cut 
three  or  four  times  in  the  Sum¬ 
mer  at  leaft5  I  am  fare  the  oftener  the  tenderer ; 

the 
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the  Clover,  when  ripe,  produces  Stalks  as  hard 
as  this  does,  and  is  by  no  means  ib  well  cover’d 
with  Leaves. 

And  now,  my  Lord,  I  doubt  I  fhall  appear 
to  thofe  (who  look  with  an  Eye  of  Ridicule  on 
all  new  Improvements)  to  have  employ’d  my 
Time  as  idly  as  thofe  who  have  fo  often  been 
faid  to  have  taken  a  great  deal  of  Pains,  in  a 
fruitlefs  purfuit  after  the  fo  much  talk’d  of  grand 
Arcanum  or  Philofopher’s  Stone,  with  which 
whatfoever  was  touch’d,  ihould  be  immediately 
turned  into  Gold  ;  nor  can  I,  at  the  firft  Ap¬ 
pearing  of  this,  expedt  any  great  Quarter  from 
feveral  who  are  really  Lovers  of,  and  Perfons  of 
confiderable  underftanding  in,  Hufbandry ;  nor 
can  the  Opinion  of  fo  confiderable  a  Body  of 
Gardeners,  as  I  have  before  referred  to,  but 
be  of  great  Weight  againft  me,  but  yet  Truth 
and  Time  will  conquer  the  greateft  Obftacles 
that  can  happen. 

Certain  it  is,  from  Fadts  too  plain  to  be  de- 
ny’d,  and  which  are  in  a  great  meafure  own’d 
by  fome  of  the  Oppofers  of  the  Succefs  of  this 
Fodder,  that  it  is  much  more  ufeful  than  any  o- 
ther  Fodders,  being  to  be  eat  green  feveral 
Months  in  the  Year  more  than  Clover ,  St  Foyne 
or  any  other  Fodder,  even  tho*  it  Ihould  be  fup- 
pofed  that  fome  fevere  Winters  will  cut  it  off 
quite  down  to  the  Ground  *,  the  St  Foyne,  Clover 9 
fine  Frefoyle ,  &c.  would  always  we  know,  il  not 
mow’d,  of  itfelf  naturally  die  down  to  the 
Ground,  at  or  about  Michaelmas ;  but  that  this 
will  not,  I  can  not  only  aver,  but  bring  very 
good  Proof,  that  it  will  remain  whole  and  in¬ 
tire,  full  eight  or  ten  Inches,  or  a  Foot  or  more 
high,  from  Michaelmas  to  January  or  Fehurary9 
and  be  the  belt  Fodder  that  grows  at  that,  or 
any  other  time  of  the  Year,  *  for  all  forts  of 

H  2  Cattle, 
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Cattle,  and  being  thus  tall  in  its  Growth  and 
daily  Food  for  them,  will  not  only  fave  Hay 
for  worfer  Weather,  but  will  put  them  fo  for 
ward,  that  a  little  dry  Hay  of  the  St  Foyne ,  Lu - 
cerne,  or  this,  when  moiftned  with  Water,  will 
make  them  entirely  fat,  and  in  good  liking. 

And  tho’  I  bear  a  great  deal  of  Refped  to 
any  Body  that  endeavours  to  do  fomething  in 
the  way  of  Hufbandry  and  Gardening,  efpe- 
cially  to  that  Body  of  Gardeners  ;  yet  I  can¬ 
not  but  fay  that  I  think  (\  fpeak  with  humble  Sub- 
miflion  to  better  Judgment)  that  they  have 
been  too  quick  in  paffing  Judgment,  or  rather 
a  definitive  Sentence,  on  a  Plant  of  which  they 
have  had  fo  little  Experience  as  to  its  Ufes  in, 
Hufbandry  \  for  had  thofe  Plants  they  men¬ 
tion,  been  often  cut  clofe  to  the  Ground,  and 
young  Shoots  fprung  up  from  thence,  they 
would  have  taken  flronger  Root,  and  have 
been  more  able  to  defend  themfelves  from  the 
V  iolence  of  the  Weather,  and  by  this  means 
they  need  not  have  complain’d  that  the  Cythifus 
was  a  Shrub,  which  did  not  afford  Shoots  of  any 
confider able  Lengthy  nor  would  it  hear  cutting  more 
than  once  a  Tear ,  much  lefs  that  none  hut  the  ex- 
tream  parts  of  the  Shrub  are  fit  to  he  given  to  Cattle ; 
when  it  will  be  evident  enough  to  any  Perfon, 
who  will  give  himfelf  the  lealt  Trouble  of  try¬ 
ing  it,  that  the  more  you  cut  it,  the  fafter  and 
thicker  it  will  grow,  as  all  other  Plants  of  the 
vimineous  Race  will,  fo  that  by  this  and  all 
the  other  Circumftances  that  I  can  colled  ;  this 
noble  Plant  is  by  them  unwarily  condemn’d  be¬ 
fore  they  have  made  thofe  Trials  which  were 
neceffary  to  lead  them  into  a  true  Knowledge 
of  it.  Nothing  certainly  can  be  tenderer, 
or  eat  with  more  Pieafure  by  Cattle,  than  the 
young  Branches  or  Shoots  of’ the  Cythifus  ;  and 

one 
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one  great  Reafon  why  I  believe  it  is,  when  ori¬ 
ginally  raifed  from  Seeds  or  Cuttings  in  the  o- 
pen  Air,  a  much  hardier  Plant  than  moft  People 
imagine,  is,  that  it  is  a  dry,  not  a  fucculent 
Plant,  and  therefore  not  fo  fubjed  to  rot  as 
Peafe,  Beans,  and  other  Legumes  in  the  Win¬ 
ter  *,  and  as  mofl  Plants  owe  their  being,  or 
I  would  rather  fay  their  thriving  well,  to  fome 
one  or  other  of  the  three  great  Co-efficients  of 
Nature,  Air,  Earth,  or  Water,  more  than  to 
another  *,  fo  I  judge  the  Cythifus  owes  its  flourifh- 
ing  and  Encreafe  more  to  Air  than  any  thing 
elie,  and  when  plac’d  upon  high  airy  open  Hills, 
in  any  dry,  barren,  foft,  fandy  Soil,  will  profper 
well,  notwithftanding  the  Severity  of  the  Wea¬ 
ther  which  affeds,  and  often  fpoils  other  Plants 
which  are  more  fucculent  and  juicy. 

And  indeed,  my  Lord,  after  very  mature  and 
ferious  Thoughts  on  it,  the  only  Objedion  that 
can  be  brought  againfl  it,  is  that  it  is  a  very 
green,  tender,  good  Fodder,  even  at  word  fit  to 
eat  full  four  Months  longer  than  any  other  fort 
of  Fodder,  and  fuppofing  the  fevere  Weather, 
which  fometimes  happens  in  the  Months  of  Ja¬ 
nuary  and  February •,  fhould  cut  it  lo  clofe  to  the 
Ground  that  it  will  not  rife  again  till  May,  yet 
it  will  be  a  very  hard  Sentence  againfl  it,  to 
affirm,  that  the  Cythifus  is  not  a  proper  Food 
for  Cattle,  becaufe  it  lads  green  fo  much  longer 
than  other  Fodders,  or  that  the  Branches  are  too 
hard  to  eat,  when  it  has  not  perhaps  been  ever 
kept  cut  by  any  Body,  to  have  thofe  which  are 
tender  and  fit  for  that  purpofe. 

’Twill  be  a  great  Pleafure  to  me,  if  my  En¬ 
deavours  prove  fatisfadory  to  your  Lordffiip, 
and  ufeful  to  the  reft  of  the  World  ;  and  I  mult 
own  there  are  few  things  will  give  me  greater 
Satisfadion,  than  to  fee  thereby  thofe  Hundreds, 

1  may 
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I  may  add  Thoufands,  of  heathy  Lands  in  the 
Counties  of  Cumberland ,  fVeJlmor eland,  Durham , 
and  Northumberland ,  almoft  from  Lancafter  to 
Berwick ,  as  well  as  thofe  which  lie  in  Surrey , 
Berks,  Hants ,  &c.  brought  into  Tillage,  for  the 
Advancement  of  thofe  Eftates,  and  the  Employ¬ 
ment  and  feeding  the  Poor,  at  a  Time  when 
tho’  every  thing  elfe  is  plenty,  yet  Meat  is  al¬ 
moft  out  of  their  Reach.  Thefe  are  the  utmoft 
of  my  Defires !  thefe  the  greateft  Laurels  I 
grafp  after :  But  how  far  my  Endeavours  will, 
contribute  to  that  happy  defirable  End,  muft  be 
fubmitted  to  Time  and  Experience  j  all  that  I 
can  fay  in  my  own  Juftification  is*  That  I  have 
afferted  nothing  but  what  is  agreeable  to  Fa£t, 
and  the  Obfervations  I  have  long  made  of  it. 
The  farther  Trial  of  it  can  by  no  means  be  either 
expenfive  or  hazardous,  the  Lofs  (if  I  may  fo 
call  it)  of  a  Quarter  of  an  Acre  of  Land,  and 
the  Improvement  and  Planting  of  it  can’t  coft 
above  3  /.  or  4 1.  at  moft,  which  will  fully  de- 
monftrate  the  Truth  and  Succefs  of  this  ufeful 
Fodder. 

And  with  this,  my  Lord,  I  beg  leave  to  con¬ 
clude,  begging  your  Lordfhip’s  Pardon  only 
whilft  I  do  myfelf  the  Additional  Honour  of  fub~ 
fcribing  myfelf. 

My  Lord, 

2rour  LordJhip*s 
moft  Obliged , 

Humble  Servant , 

ST  ETHER  SWITZER. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


Since  I  finilh’d  the  the  foregoing  Letter,  I 
have,  by  means  of  my  Ingenious  and  Wor¬ 
thy  Friend  Sir  John  Dalrymple ,  procured  the 
following  Letter,  with  a  Specimen  of  Mr  He¬ 
ron's  Cythifus  ;  I  (hall  remark  further,  that  it 
is  by  no  means  a  Trefoil ,  nor  do  I  think  it 
a  Colutea ,  but  rather  of  the  Broom-kind,  and 
Sir  John  himfelf  thinks  it  is  no  Cythifus ;  what¬ 
ever  it  be,  if  it  be  no  Cythifus ,  it  may  be  an  ufe- 
ful  Plant;  and  as  it  profpers  well,  and  will 
endure  any  Weather  fo  far  Northward,  may 
well  deferve  the  Care  and  Attention  of  all  indu- 
firious  Hufbandmen. 


Bargaly, 

SIR,  Feb.  5.  1731. 

V/as  favoured  with  your's  which  was  very  acce¬ 
ptable ,  and  would  moft  willingly  entertain  a  Cor- 
refpondence  with  any  Gentleman  of  your  T a  fie  and 
Capacity.  As  for  the  Plant  you  write  of\I  have 

often  regretted  that  any  thing  fo  ufeful  to  Mankind , 
Jhould  be  fo  much  neglected.  I  have  for  many  Tears 
all  the  Shrubs  I  could  have  accefs  to ,  that  willfubfitt 
in  the  open  Air ,  in  our  Britifh  Climate .  And  fince 
I  have  read  of  the  Cytifus  to  be  of  fo  great  Advan¬ 
tage  in  many  refpetts,  I  was  at  fome  pains  to  pene¬ 
trate  into  the  Qualities  of  fuch  Shrubs ,  as  I  could 
comprehend  would  come  nearest  the  Nature  of  that 
riant,  and  find  that  theS  mall  Sena,  comtnonly  cal¬ 
led  the  Baftard  Sena,  anfwers  in  every  particular 
?nore  than  any  other  we  have ,  or  at  leatt  that  I  have 
feen.  In  the  fir  ft  place ,  in  the  Tafte  of  the  Leaf  and 
Shot ,  it  is  full  as  fweet  as  the  red  Dutch  Clover 
or  St  Foyne.  idly.  It  grows  not  in  height  above  a 
Tard,  or  fomething  more ,  when  it  is  not  dijlurbed  in 
it's  Growth,  3 dly .  It  is  a  quick  Runner  and  great 

Increafer , 
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Increafer ,  ^ /zJ  is  mo  ft  acceptable  in  the  Summer  time 
to  all  forts  of  cattle ,  Hares  and  Rabbets  feed 

upon  it  with  much  Greedinefs .  4/My.  //  flowers 

twice  or  thrice  a  year ,  to&  to#  in  flower  with 

me  all  this  JVinter .  5 /My.  ’T/'j  ^  Plant  /to  /tor 
£#  moft  foils ,  but  beft  in  the  drieft ,  /  #0/ 

/m/  of  it  in  Clayey  Grounds ,  to  z#  hazel  and 
loamy  Earths  exceedingly.  An  Acre  of  Ground  will 
be  over-run  with  it  in  three  Tears.  The  fmall  fuck¬ 
ers  planted  at  three  Foot  diftance ,  will  mow  thrice  a 
Tear ,  when  once  fully  thickened ,  i/  *##/?  #0/  fo 

fufferedto  grow  in  height  above  a  foot  or  fixteen  Inches , 
and  takes  very  well  in  Land  that  three  Crops  of  Gram 
have  been  taken  off  before.  I  have  only  made  trial 
cf  it  thefe  four  or  five  Tears  paft ,  and  am  perfwaded 
that  it  will  anfwer  all  the  Qualities  of  that  Plant  Ga¬ 
len  defer ibes,  and  I  am  apt  to  believe ,  that  a  Plat 
of  Ground ,  right  planted  and  managed ,  may  conti¬ 
nue  without  Re?noval  fixty  Tears ;  for  whenever  the 
Suckers  increafe ,  they  choak  up  all  our  IVeeds  or  Grafs 
by  Jhading  the  Ground  fo  fnuch ,  and  when  fuffer'd 
to  flower  in  Gardens  without  being  cut ,  is  a  beautiful 
Plant  upon  JValls  or  mix'd  in  Hedge- Rows  ;  and 
when  it  is  fuffered  to  run  to  feed ,  it  hath  cods  like 
the  fmall  Vetch ,  or  florub  Trefoil,  which  may  be 
taken  for  Increafe .  I  have  fent  you  a  top  or  two  of 
it ,  herein  inclofed ,  with  frefh  Leaves  upon  it  *,  fo 
that  I  apprehend  this  Plant  in  Italy,  or  thofe  hot 
Countries ,  does  not  lofe  the  leaf  all  the  iViuter.  This 
is  all  I  have  hitherto  had  Experience  of  concerning  it9 
and  I  wiftj  that  fuch  as  have  a  Love  for  their  Coun¬ 
try  may  be  at  more  pains  to  improve  fo  ufeful  a  Plant 
as  it  may  prove  to  be  if  rightly  7nanagcd.  I  am  with 
all  due  Refpelf ,  upon  all  Occafions , 

SIR,  • 

Your  mod  Humble  Servant, 
A.  HERO  N. 


Some  Farther 

IMPROVEMENTS 


OF  THE 

LUCERNE ; 


Tending  to  demonftrate,  that  the  Reafon  of 
it’s  not  taking  Effed  in  fome  few  Places,  has 
been  owing  to  the  Unfkilfulnefs  or  Negledl  of 
thofe  who  have  undertaken  to  manage  it. 


OME  Thoufands  of  the  Pam¬ 
phlet  fome  time  fince  publish’d 
by  me  for  the  Improvement  of 
Land  by  Grafs-Seeds,  Burnt 
Clay,  &c.  being  fold,  and  pro¬ 
bably  may  never  be  reprinted; 
I  thought  proper,  for  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  thofe  who  have  bought  it,  to  add  fome 
Obfervations  which  have  occurr’d  to  myfelf  and 
others,  on  thofe  Subjects  *,  both  which  Improve¬ 
ments,  tho’  they  have  mifcarried  in  fome  places, 
yet  the  Accounts  which  I  have  received,  will 

I  fully 
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fully  demonftrate,  that  it  has  been  owing  to  tin- 
fkilful  Management. 

* 

It  is  very  certain  the  la  Lucerne  is  one  of  the 
beft  Grafs-Seeds  that  grows,  for  Horfes  efpecial- 
Jy,  from  whence  fome  Authors  call  it  Frifolium 
Caballinum ,  Horfe  Trefoil  •,  others  affirm,  that 
Horfes,  or  other  Cattle  fed  with  it  in  any  Sick- 
nefs,  will  recover  and  grow  fat  in  a  fhort  Time. 
And  if  mixt  with  a  good  quantity  of  common 
Hay,  is  not  furfeiting,  nor  does  it  blow  up  Hor¬ 
fes  like  Clover  •,  whence  fome  affirm,  that  even 
running  Horfes  may  eat  it  to  Advantage, 

Among  many  Accounts,  I  fhall  produce  the 
following  being  the  Subftance  of  two  Letters 
from  an  eminent  Clothier  of  IVarjninfter  in  Wilts, 
at  that  time  a  Stranger  to  me. 


Warminfter , 

SIR,  Nov.  30.  1730. 

BE  FO  RE  I  had  feen  your  Freatife  zvhicb  di - 
reds  the  Method  of  raifing  Italian  Brocoli, 
Cardoon,  &c.  and  in  the  fecond  Chapter  treats  of 
la  Lucerne,  and  other  Seeds  for  the  Improvement 
of  Land ,  I  had  fown  a  fmall  Quantity  of  the  Lu¬ 
cerne,  which  I  had  from  a  Neighbour ,  who  had 
fown  fome  of  it  before  but  without  Succefs.  But 
mine  has  fucceeded  Jo  well ,  that  I  am  determin'd  to 
fow  more ,  and  to  encourage  the  Propagation  of  it ; 
farther  than  that ,  I  have  recommended  it  to  my 
Friends ,  feveral  of  whom  intend  to  make  Frial  of 
it. 

As  to  what  I fow*d,  I  doubt  not  but  you'll  be  plea- 
fed  with  knowing  the  Methods  I  took ,  and  the  fort 
of  Land  I  fow'd  it  in ,  which  is  a  deep  blackifh  fandy 
Mold ,  which  has  been  either  gardened  or  fown  with 

Corn , 


Farther  Improvement s  of  the  Lucerne.  3  9 

Corn,  beyond  the  Memory  of  any  one  now  living  ; 
what  I  /ow’d  the  fir  ft  Tear  was  about  1 2  Pole ,  be - 
ing  but  a  little ,  /  dug  and  then  trod  it,  and  fow3d  the 
Seed,  it  was  the  latter  end  of  April,  and  the  Seafon 
being  warm  and  moift  it  came  up  in  three  or  four 
Days  and  grew  very  faft  \  but  my  Ground  being  ve¬ 
ry  fubjefl  to  JVeeds,  I  had  it  weeded  whilPf  young,  I 
fnow’a  it  three  times,  the  firft  Tear  \  and  the  fecond, 
which  was  laPf  Summer,  three  times,  and  had  a  good 
Feed  after  it . 

La  PI  Spring  I  fow'd  the  adjoining  Ridge,  but  the 
Seed  being  old,  viz.  the  third  Tear  after  my  Friend 
bought  it,  it  came  up  flow  and  more  fparing  *,  how¬ 
ever  I  cut  it  twice,  and  it  promifes  a  good  Crop  ano¬ 
ther  Tear . 

The  fecond  Crop  of  the  fecond  Tear  was  cut  about 
Midfummer ;  and  I  guefs  the  two  fir  Pi  C?*ops  were 
in  proportion  to  near  four  Ton  on  an  Acre *  when 
made  into  Hay,  but  the  two  laPl  were  but  light  : 
Horfes  eat  it  greedily,  but  there  is  danger  in  giving 
Cows  too  much  ;  I  let  a  fnall  Parcel  of  the  fecond 
Crop  ft  and  for  feed,  but  after  it  was  blown  the  Cods 
feemed  to  fall  off,  fo  I  cut  it . 

I  have  cbferv'd  one  evil  attending  mine,  which 
as  it  may  be  new  to  you  1  will  relate  after  the  fir  PI 
Crop  arofe  a  fort  of  PVeed,  or  rather  an  Excrefcence, 
which  taking  its  Rife  from  the  (talk,  in  the  form  of  a 
red  fpeck  or  firing ,  then  winds  it f elf  round  the  ftalk , 
and  from  it  iffues  divers  other  f?nall  firings  of  a  red- 
difh  colour,  and  fpreads  fo  thick  as  to  cover  the  Grafs 
and  hinder  the  Growth  of  it,  if  it  be  not  taken  away 
in  time,  and  wherever  it  winds  itfelf  round  a  ftalk  it 
certainly  kills  it,  but  does  not  always  kill  the  whole 
Root.  I  have  obferv’d  it  fo  often  that  I  am  fatisfied 
it  takes  no  Root  in  the  Earth,  but  is  nourifhed  by 

I  2  the 
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the  fialk ,  it  is  much  like  Beggar-PVeed  among  Vetches  5 
hut  as  this  may  he  peculiar  to  my  Soil,  others  may  not 
find  the  fame . 

I  hope  to  fee  you  fotne  time  in  the  Spring ,  when  I 
Jhall  have  an  opportunity  of  communicating  to  you 
what  other  Obfervations  I  have  made  on  this  ufeful 
Grafs . 

Yours,  See, 

Henry  Wa ncey, 

The  Obfervations  that  I  fhall  make  on  this 
Letter  are,  frit  concerning  it’s  failing  under  the 
Management  of  this  Gentleman’s  Friend,  tho* 
the  Seed  was  newer  by  a  Year  or  two  than  when 
he  fow’d  it,  and  is  a  full  Anfwer  to  feveral  Peo¬ 
ple,  who  when  their  Crops  fail,  lay  all  the  Blame 
on  the  Seed  and  the  Man  who  fold  it,  calling 
him  perhaps  Knave,  and  a  great  many  other 
Names  very  injurious,  when  the  Fault  has  been 
their  own  Mifmanagement,  or  that  of  fome  ne¬ 
gligent  Servant  to  whom  the  Care  of  it  was  com¬ 
mitted. 

A  fecond  Obfervation  I  make  is,  the  Produce 
of  Mr  IVancey’s  Lucerne,  even  the  firft  Year, 
fo  as  to  be  mow’d  three  times  ;  but  the  fe- 
fecond  Year  is  more  wonderful  ft  ill,  fuppofing 
that  he  cut  off  but  a  Ton  a  time,  each  of  the 
laft  Cuttings,  that  is  6  Ton  on  an  Acre  in  the 
whole  ;  now  as  every  Ton  of  Lucerne,  when 
made  into  Hay.  may  be  moderately  computed 
at  double  the  Value  of  that  of  common  Hay, 
the  intrinfick  Value  of  it,  is  as  12  to  3,  or4ro 
1  ;  becaufe  it  muft  be  very  good  Land  indeed 
in  the  Country  (where  it  is  not  dung’d  as  they 
do  about  London,  or  fuch  as  is  growing  on  low 

jnarihy 
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marihy  Land)  that  produces  above  three  Ton 
on  an  Acre  *  fo  that  it  can’t  be  thought  bad 
Hufbandry  in  any  Gentleman  who,  after  burn¬ 
baking,  converts  fome  part  at  lead  of  his 
Meadow-Lands,  into  Lucerne ,  efpecially  if  he 
can  but  throw  fome  Water  over  it  as  foon  as  it 
is  mow’d,  Water  being,  efpecially  in  hot  Wea¬ 
ther,  very  e fie n rial  to  its  growing  apace  ;  and 
this  is  fo  well  understood  in  the  hens  about 
Lhorney ,  Spalding ,  and  other  Places  in  Lincoln  and 
Cambridge  Shires,  that  they  are  now  getting  into 
this  Hufbandry,  which  mufi  certainly  take  elded 
if  the  Drill  and  Horfehough  Ploughs  Succeed ; 
the  firfb  of  which  will  plant  and  cover  the  Seed 
well,  and  the  fecond  will  help  to  keep  the  Weeds 
down  whilft:  the  Grafs  is  young  and  tender,  and 
in  danger  of  being  fpoil’d  ;  and  though  the 
Lows  Should  be  three  or  four  Feet  afunder  the 
the  Crop  will  fufficiently  pay  the  Expence ;  and 
the  Rea  Ion  why  I  would  advile  the  fowing  of 
Lucerne  on  burnbakt  Land  is,  becaufe  the  burn¬ 
ing  kills  all  thole  Grades  or  Weeds  which  would 
otherwife  injure  it,  and  if  the  Land  be  a  Strong 
deep  Loam,  the  Owner  may  very  well  take  two 
or  three  Crops  of  Beans,  Peafe,  Indian  and 
common  Wheat,  or  Barley,  &c.  letting- the  laft 
Crop  be  that  of  Turneps  or  Buck- Wheat,  which 
will  make  the  Ground  very  mellow,  and  then 
the  Owner  may  lay  it  down  with  a  Crop  of  Lu¬ 
cerne  Sown  in  Drills  without  Corn  ;  but  if  the 
Ground  be  naturally  a  foft  deep  Sandy  Land, 
then  it  is  beft  to  burn  the  Sward,  and  after 
Strewing  the  Allies  about,  the  Land  may  be 
plow’d  two  or  three  times  as  you  fee  occafion, 
and  being  made  very  fine,  you  may  drill  in  the 
Lucerne  either  with  a  Line  and  Hough,  as  Gar¬ 
den  Peafe  are,  or  by  the  new- in  vented  Drill- 
Plough,  which  ’tis  fuppos’d  will  be  by  and  by 

more 
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more  common.  The  Reafon  why  I  prefcribe 
the  fowing  of  Lucerne  in  Drills,  without  any 
Corn  with  or  before  it,  is,  that  Corn  is  apt  to 
draw  the  Lucerne  fo  tender,  that  fome  hard  Win¬ 
ters  kill  it  the  firft  Year,  it  being  not  fo  hardy 
as  Clover  ;  befides,  the  Recompence  arifing 
from  the  fowing  of  Lucerne  is  fo  great,  that  no . 
Farmer  need  be  covetous  of  fowing  it  with 
Corn  ;  it  may  indeed  with  Juftice  be  faid,  that 
a  little  Corn  may  pofftbly  fcreen  the  Lucerne 
from  the  violent  Heats  of  the  Summer,  if  any 
fhould  happen  *,  yet  thofe  happen  fo  feldom, 
the  Wetnefs  of  all  the  Summers  that  have  been 
within  thefe  five  or  fix  Years  is  fuch,  that  there 
is.  much  more  occafion  to  fear  Cold  than  Heat  \ 
which  is  all  I  fhall  add  at  prefent. 


O  F 


OF  THE 

IMPROVEMENTS 

Lately  made  by 

Burning  of  Cl  a  y* 

T  g  1  HE  fame  Reafons  which  induced  me  to 
give  an  account  of  the  Progrefs  and 
Succefs  in  the  Propagation  of  the  Lu¬ 
cerne  ^  induce  me  to  give  the  mod  authentick 
Account  I  can  of  that  of  Burning  of  Clay. 

Some  Gentlemen  lately  come  from  North  Bri¬ 
tain ,  affure  me  that  great  Improvements  have 
been  made  there,  efpecially  on  the  Lands  of 
that  Worthy  Gentleman  mentioned  in  the  Com¬ 
pendious  Method ,  Part  whereof  were  improved 
by  Dung,  Part  by  Lime,  and  Part  by  Burnt 
Clay  ;  and  the  Clay  was  by  much  the  bed  of  all ; 
and  the  only  Objection  to  it  is,  that  it  won’t  an- 
anlwer  the  Expence,  and  that  there  is  no  keeping 
the  Eire  in. 

The  latter  I  would  afk,  how  it  is  that  the  Fire 
is  kept  in,  in  Clamps  of  Bricks,  which  are  feen 
to  burn  many  Days  fucceffively,  only  by  mixing 

of 
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of  fmall  Coal,  &c.  amongft  them,  and  plaiftering 
the  outfide  of  the  Clamp  with  Loam  to  com- 
prefs  the  Heat.  To  the  former  I  anfwer,  That 
wherever  the  burning  of  Clay  will  not  coft  above 
12  d.  or  1 8  d,  per  Load,  it  can  by  no  means  be 
thought  too  dear  ;  becaufe  it  being  much  better 
it  lafts  as  long  again  as  Dung  or  Lime,  and  is  a 
good  Manure,  where  neither  Dung,  Lime,  or 
any  thing,  except  Sea-Sand,  Sea-Shells,  and  a 
few  other  Manures  are  to  be  met  with. 

The  fi rft  Account  I  have  received  of  this  Im¬ 
provement,  is  from  a  Relation  of  my  own,  who 
feems  to  fall  in  with  the  common  Opinion  con¬ 
cerning  all  new  Improvements  s  but  be  it  as  it 
will  I  will  relate  his  Letter. 


Winton,  Dec.  28.  1730. 

S  I  R, 

According  to  your  Request,  I  took  a  'lour  to 
Lanfton,  and  other  Places  where  I  heard 
they  had  been  trying  to  burnQXecp ;  fame  whereof  had 
fucceeded  very  well  in  the  Operation ,  and  others  not 
fo  well ;  the  Perfon  at  the  Place  abovenamed  is  both 
Bail  id  and  Gardener,  who  fays  he  can  burn  it  very 
well ,  and  that  it  is  certainly  a  very  great  Improve¬ 
ment  012  cold  Lands ;  but  that  the  Expence  of  burning 
it  is  fitch ,  that  he  thought  few  would  pur  fine  it ,  efpe- 
cially  in  that  country  where  Fewel  was  fo  fcarce. 
I  wifh  I  could  have  fent  you  a  more  fatisfablory  Ac¬ 
count  ;  however ,  as  the  Dearnefs  of  Fewel  is  not  the 
fame  in  all  places ,  it  may  not  fruftrate  the  Scheme 
you  have  fo  earneftly  recommended  in  other  countries , 
tho 9  1  am  afraid  it  will  in  this . 

I  am  your  Dutiful  Kinfman,. 


T.  Switzer. 
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The  foregoing  Letter  gave  rfie  no  fmal)  Un- 
eafrnefs,  till  I  confidered  that  even  in  that  Coun¬ 
try,  tho*  deftitute  both  of  Wood  and  Water, 
feveral  Materials  might,  at  the  proper  Seafon  of 
the  Year,  becolle&ed  to  mix  with  the  Clay  be¬ 
fore  burning,  as  long  Wheat-Stubble,  of  which 
every  Farmer  has  a  good  deal,  the  rakings  of 
long  rough  Grafs  and  Leaves  in  Coppices* 
Brambles,  Briars,  and  other  trafliy  Wood,- 
Fearn,  Whins,  or  Furzes,  fmall  Baviny  Fag¬ 
gots,  with  which  they  burn  their  Lime  and  dry 
their  Malt  in  that  Country,  which  will  do  the  Bu- 
finefs ;  but  wherever  there  can  be  got  any  rea- 
fonable  Quantity  of  Peat,  the  A  flies  of  which 
are  a  proper  Improvement,  or  where  there  is 
Slick,  or  fmall  Coal,  to  be  had,  the  burning  of 
Clay  will  fucceed,  as  appears  by  the  following 
Letters. 

The  Second  is  from  my  ingenious  Friend 
Mr  Thomas  Know  It  on,  with  whom  I  constantly 
advife  concerning  Improvements  in  Hufbandry 
and  Gardening,  the  Purport  of  whofe  Letter 
(relating  to  the  CYTHlSUS  and  burning  of 
Clay)  take  as  follows. 

Lanefborough, 
My  good  Friend,  Bee.  18.  1730. 

I  Received  both  your  Letters ,  and  Jhould  have  an¬ 
swered  them  much  fooner  but  that  I  had  not  feen 
or  heard  of  Mr  Cowellb  Book ,  but  from  your  felf ; 

1  have  fince  got  it,  but  fhall  fay  nothing  as  to  the  ge* 
fieral  turn  of  the  book ,  being  unwillikg  to  pafs  Refle¬ 
xions  on  any  thing  which  has  the  leajt  \ Tendency  to 
Improvements ,  tho 9 1  can  by  no  means  think  that  the 
Cythifus  and  Baftard  Sena  are  the  fame  Plants ;  I 
have  cenfulted  many  Authors  about  it ,  but  cannot 
form  any  fudgment  from  them  of  that  about  which 

K  you 
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you  wrote  to  mey  fo  wait  the  appearance  of  your 
Dijfertation . 

Tour  Method  of  burning  of  Clay  Hills,  I  Jhall 
this  next  fummer  purfue  with  Vigour ,  having  finifh'd 
a  great  deal  of  other  hufinefs  which  has  hitherto  ob- 
ftruCied  it  •,  and  this  I  am  encouraged  to ,  by  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  a  Friend  of  mine ,  who  from  your  Directions 
has  burnt  about  300  Acres  of  Land,  (chiefly  Ant- 
Hills)  which  has  greatly  improv'd  his  Eftate ,  and 
we  of  this  Country  are  much  beholden  to  you  for  fo 

ufeful  an  Improvement . 

% 

As  your  Endeavours  feem  calculated  entirely  for 
the  publick  Good ,  without  any  mixture  of  trifling  in¬ 
different  things ,  you  may  always  depend  on  my  good 
Wiftjes  for  your  fuccefs ,  and  of  any  ajfftance  that  lies 
in  the  power  of 

Sir,  Yours,  &c. 

T h 0.  Knowlton. 

•v  ,  v  X  ,  i ,  ,  1  v  .  .  \  :  i  {  . 

The  lad  is  from  a  worthy  Member  *  of  the 
prefent  Honourable  Houfe  of  Commons,  whofe 
Words  amonglt  others  are  to  the  following  Pur- 
pofe. 

Burthwayte  near  Wakefield, 
Mr  Switzer,  Dec.  8 . u  73 1 . 

I  Received  all  your  Letters ,  and  am  obliged  to  you 
for  the  pains  you  have  taken  in  the  affair  I  re¬ 
committed  to  your  charge  •,  and  ffall  willingly  accept 
of  the  p  erf  on  you  have  recommended  to  my  fervice  ; 


*  Peter  Bold,  Efqi  Member  of  Parliament  for  Wiggan  in 
Lancalhire. 

I  can 
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I  can  fay  nothing  of  the  effeft  which  burnt  Clay  has 
had  in  this  County ,  when  laid  on  the  Ground ,  that 
Improvement  being  of  fo  late  a  date  that  it  can9t  be 
yet  difcovered ;  but  the  burning  it  goes  on  very  fuc- 
cef  fully ,  a  Gentleman  of  my  Acquaintance  having 
burnt  a  large  quantity ,  for  lefs  than  8  d.  a  Load , 
which  is  much  cheaper  than  your  computation  was , 
he  mixes  Slick  (which  1  take  to  be  the  Dull  of  Coal, 
which  is  very  plenty  in  the  Weft  and  North  Ridings 
of  Yorkfhire)  amongli  his  Clay,  and  fays  he  can  burn 
what  Quantity  he  pleafes ,  provided  the  Weather  be 
fair  that  his  fervants  can  attend  the  Heap . 

I  hope  to  be  in  'Town  foon ,  and  may  perhaps  give 
you  a  farther  Account ;  in  the  mean  time  I  am 

Your  allured  Friend,  &c. 

P.  Bold. 


K  2  A  N'' 
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With  the  Confequences  which  attend  the 
Good  or  Bad  Management  of  them. 

of  all  Sorts  (and  confe- 
quently  the  Sellers  thereof)  are 
fubjeCt  to  fo  many  Calamities  and 
Inconveniences,  both  in  the  fa¬ 
ying,  felling,  buying,  and  fow- 
ing,  (fome  accidental  and  fome 
natural)  that  my  Reader  will  not,  I  humbly 
hope,  be  difpleafed  if  I  fet  this  Affair,  as  well 
as  I  can,  in  the  moff  genuine  Light,  with  fuch 
Directions  as  fhall  be  judged  moff  proper  for 
the  avoiding  thefe  Misfortunes,  as  far  at  leaft  as 
human  Forefight  can  prevent  for  whatever  fome 
Ferfons  may  think  it  cannot  but  be  a  matter  of 
great  Concern  to  every  honeft  Man  that  is  con¬ 
cern’d  in  the  Seed  or  Nurfery  Trade,  to  find 
that  by  any  Means  (even  tho’  it  be  not  his 

own 
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own  fault)  either  his  Seeds  or  Trees  mifcarry, 
or  prove  naught.  And  in  this  Refped,  if  a 
Man  means  well,  he  may  juftly  be  engaged 
in  one  of  the  moft  unhappy,  tho*  moft  ufeful 
Scenes  of  Life,  and  the  Reafons  which  I  give 
fqr  it  are  thefe  which  follow. 

Fir[f>  TheBadnefsof  fome  Years  is  fuch,  that 
many  forts  of  Seeds  do  not  ripen  well,  and  then 
the  Seeds  in  the  top  Hufks,  (as  in  many  Grafs- 
Seeds  as  well  as  thofe  growing  in  the  Garden) 
are  fmaJl,  and  not  at  their  full  Perfection,  and 
then  the  Seedfman  is  immediately  blam’d,  and 
perhaps  ftigmati^’d  with  fuch  names  as  he  leaft 
deferves. 

A  fecond  Reafon  is,  that  thofe  whofe  Bufinefs 
it  is  to  fave  Seeds,  are  not  fo  careful  as  they 
ought ;  and  if  they  are  in  their  own  Nature  hot, 
fuch  as  Onions,  and  the  like,  if  put  up  into  too 
thick  Heaps,  they  heat  and  the  Vegetative  Pro¬ 
perty  foon  fpoils,  tho*  at  the  fame  time  the  Seed 
will  look  bright  and  well,  and  the  Seedfman 
comes  in  for  his  fhare  of  Reproach,  tho*  this 
evil  cannot  be  forefeen  till  too  late. 

To  the  two  Reafons  before-going,  may  well 
be  added  a  third,  and  that  is,  fome  Seeds 
which  are  imported  from  abroad,  either  by 
the  length  of  their  Paffage,  or  the  Perfidiouf- 
nefs  of  thofe  who  fell  them,  are  fpoil’d  and  good 
for  nothing  »  and  this  often  happens  to  private 
Gentlemen,  who  have  them  from  abroad  for 
their  own  ufe,  as  well  as  Traders  ;  but  even 
here  again  the  Seller,  tho*  he  never  faw  the  fa- 
ving  of  them,  nor  is  it  poflible  by  the  fight  of 
them,  to  know  the  good  Seed  from  the  bad, 
either  as  to  their  goodnefs  or  their  kinds,  yet  he 
is  peremptorily  blamed  as  a  Knave  *,  andtho*  this 
is  not  common  to  Perfons  of  Underftanding 
Judgment,  yet  it  too  often  happens  to  the  fnr 

T  rader. 
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Trader,  who  certainly  if  he  has  any  Regard  for 
himfelf,  would  wifh  it  were  otherwise.  And  this 
Complaint  affe&s  him  in  Seeds  fav’d  in  his  own 
Country,-  if  he  be  not  by  whilfl  it  is  doing. 

A  fourth  Reafon  for  the  Mifcarriage  of  Crops, 
both  in  Hufbandry  and  Gardening,  is  the  Ne¬ 
gligence  or  Unfkiilfullnefs,  of  thofe  to  whofe  Ma¬ 
nagement  thofe  firll  Rudiments  are  committed  ; 
for  either  their  Ground  (if  it  be  wet  and  fliff ) 
is  not  well  fallow’d  and  trench’d,  or  elfe  the 
Seed  is  fown  at  a  wrong  time,  too  foon  or  per¬ 
haps  too  late  ;  and  tho*,  added  to  all,  it  is  true 
that  the  Spring  Seafons  of  this  Climate  are  fo 
uncertain,  that  even  the  mod  fagacious  under- 
danding  Perfon  may  err  in  fome  of  thefe  Ex- 
treams,  on  which  Account  many  very  honed 
and  laborious  Gardeners  and  Farmers,  about 
the  Neat  Honfes ,  and  in  the  Fields  at  and  about 
Vaux-Hall  and  Batterfea ,  notwithftanding  all 
theijr  Care,  are  often  obliged  to  crop  their 
Grounds  three  or  four  times ;  yet  when  the  like 
Cafe  happens  to  fome  hot  headed  inconfiderate 
Perfon,  then  the  Seedfman  muft  come  in  for  a 
very  large  fhare  of  his  Noife  and  Nonfenfe,  tho5 
not  at  all  concern’d  in  the  ill  EfTe&s  thereof. 

I  wifh  there  was  not  too  much  Reafon  to  add 
a  fifth  Caufe  of  the  Unhappinefs  that  the  Seedf- 
men  lie  under,  from  the  IJnwillingnefs  as  well 
as  ill  Condud  of  fome  of  thefe  Hufbandmen 
and  Gardeners  who  are  not  in  the  Interefb  of 
thofe  Seeafmen,  and  who  indeed  hate  that  their 
Mailers  fhou Id  purchafe  their  own  Goods,  becaufe 
they  think  it  an  Intrufion  into  their  Province, 
and  perhaps  may  debar  them  of  fome  Perquifites 
they  propofe  to  themfelves.  An  Inllance  of  this 
kind  I  remember  happened  the  Jaft  Summer; 
when,  a  Servant  in  this  way  to  a  Gentlemen,  not 
imagining  he  fhould  be  detected  in  it,  allured 

his 
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his  Mailer  that  the  Cauliflower  Seed  he  had 
from  fuch  a  one  was  not  good,  when  upon  a 
Perulal  of  the  Account,  that  Perfon  very  lucki¬ 
ly  had  not  lold  it  the  Gentleman,  but  was  of  the 
Gardener’s  own  procuring.  But  it  very  often 
happens,  that  the  good  Seeds  are  either  changed 
or  fpoil’d,  that  the  Odium  may  be  call  on  the 
Seller.  • 

It  will  be  impofflble,  without  great  Circum- 
fpedlion  and  Attention,  in  any  Mailer  to  reme¬ 
dy  all  thele  Inconveniences,  feme  of  them  he 
may,  by  bringing  his  Ground  into  good 
Tillage,  by  Winter  fallowing,  trenching, 
and  becaufe  moll  Grounds  which  are  ftiffifh, 
flrong,  and  rich,  are  fubjetf:  to  Weeds,  Worms, 
Grubs,  Snails,  and  other  Vermin,  many  of 
which  are  imperceptible  without  the  help  of  a 
Mifcrofcope  ;  it  would  be  well  for  him  to  drefs 
his  Land  with  Lime,  Soot,  or  any  other  Ma¬ 
nure  of  a  hot  biting  Quality,  before  he  fows  his 
Seeds,  about  fome)  two  or  three  Months,  for 
that  will  deftroy  thofe  infectious  Animals  that 
fpoil  the  fprouting  tender  Seeds,  and  make  the 
Ground  mellow  •,  and  the  Reafon  for  the  flow¬ 
ing  of  thefe  things  fo  long  before  is,  that  the 
Fire  thereof  may  be  fo  abated  as  that  it  may  not 
burn  up  the  tender  fprouting  Seeds :  But  if  it  be 
Ground  wherein  Artichoaks,  Afparagus,  Beans, 
Peale,  or  Kitchen  Seeds  and  Fruit-Trees  are 
planted  or  fown,  then  you  may  defer  the  laying 
any  of  thefe  Manures  upon  them,  ’till  they  are 
jult  coming  up;  but  then  that  mud  be  done 
with  Judgment,  for  I  have  known  fome  young 
unrooted  Fruit-Trees  burnt  up  with  them,  and 
thofe  Helps,  except  it  be  to  Vines,  and  other 
things  which  draw  up  vaft  Quantities  of  Nou- 
rilhment,  ought  to  be  chiefly  to  old  decaying 

Trees, 
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Trees,  and  not  to  thofe  which  are  in  Youth  and 
Vigour. 

If  rainy  Weather  fhould  not  immediately  fol¬ 
low  after  the  fowing  of  fmall  Seeds,  efpecially 
in  the  Garden,  the  Ufe  of  the  Water-Cart,  or 
Water-Barrow  and  Pot,  is  to  be  recommended, 
Otherwife  all  thofe  Seeds  which  lie  near  the  top 
of  the  Ground  will  fprout  out  by  the  mighty 
Dews,  and  bedeftroy’d  by  the  drying  parching 
Winds  of  the  enfuing  Day,  tho*  at  that  time  not 
vifible  to  common  Obfervation  j  and  here  the 
Seller  alfo  lies  under  the  lalh. 

To  conclude,  tho’  I  can’t  take  upon  me  to 
juftify  all  who  follow  the  Employment  I  have 
been  mentioning,  or  fay  that  fome  of  them  do 
not  knowingly  and  willfully  fell  thofe  Commo¬ 
dities  that  they  are  fure  will  not  grow ;  yet  I 
can  folemnly  declare,  that  I  never  direCtly  nor 
indirectly  us’d  that  Practice,  i.  e.  in  the  buying 
and  felling  that  which  I  certainly  knew  was  not 
good ;  on  which  Account  I  have  loft  the  taking 
of  feveral  Sums  of  Money.  Nor  am  I  ever  faii- 
guine  enough  to  vindicate  the  beft  things,  on 
the  contrary,  wherever  I  have  had  the  leaft  oc- 
caiion  of  diftrufting  the  Goodnefs  of  the  Com¬ 
modities.  I  have  told  Gentlemen,  and  have 
publifh’d  Advertifements  of  it,  as  foon  as  I  have 
made  difcovery  of  it.  And  the  Encouragement, 
which  I  have  met  with,  even  beyond  Expe&ation, 
in  my  prefent  Employment  is  fuch,  that  I  can’t 
finifh  this  Introduction  without  returning  Thanks 
for  it,  with  a  Promife  that  for  the  future  it  fhall 
be  my  endeavour  to  deferve  the  favour  of  my 
kind  Correfpondents^ 


A  C  A  T  A- 
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Seeds,  Fruit  and  Forefl  Trees ,  Shrubs y 
Flowers ,  &c.  Sold  by  S.  Switzer,  at 
the  Flower-Pot,  over  again  ft  the  Court 
of  Common -Pleas  in  Weftminfter  Hall  j 
or  at  his  Garden  on  Millbank,  Weftmin¬ 
fter  s  with  the  Seafons  of  Sowing  and 
*Planting%  6c  c. 


C  L  A  S  S  L 
PEASE. 

IOTSPUR,  beginning  or  middle  of 
Gftober  and  February  *,  and  for  the 
laft  Crops,  the  middle  of  May 
Eftex  Readings,  for  a  general  Crop,  the  firft 
fown  in  February,  the  laft  the  middle  or  later 
end  of  May 

Dwarf  Edgers,  once  a  Month,  from  February 
to  the  middle  or  latter  end  of  May 
Sickle,  in  March,  or  the  beginning  of  April 
Spanifh  Mulatto,  ditto 
Marrowfat,  ditto 

Rounceval  and  Dutch  Admiral,  ditto 
Blue  Union  Rounceval,  ditto 

L 
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54  A  Catalogue  ofS  E  E  D  S,  &c. 

Crown  Imperial  or  Rofe,  ditto 
Dwarf  Sugar,  ditto 

BEANS. 

Hotfpurs  of  all  kinds,  middle  of  Qdlober  and 
February  ;  for  a  later  Crop,  the  middle  or 
later  end  of  May 
Portugal  and  Broad  Spanifh,  ditto 
Venetian,  ditto 
Sandwich,  in  March  or  April 
Broad  Windfor,  for  a  general  Crop  the  begin* 
ning  of  March 

K  I  D  N  E  T-B  E  A  N  S. 

Black  Carolina  Dwarfs,  under  a  (light  Cover, 
in  February 

Batter fea  White  Dwarf,  ditto 
Common  White,  in  dry  Weather,  in  dry  rich 
Ground,  in  April 

Turkey,  Dutch,  or  Tall  White,  in  the  very 
richeft  Soil,  ditto 

N.  B.  The  lad  grow  to  a  confiderable  height 
in  good  Land,  and  bear  fuccefiively  all  the 
Summer. 

Dwarf  Speckled,  exceeding  good 'to  pickle,  in 
April 


CLASS 
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Efculent  and  Bulbous  Roots  and  Seeds  for  tbeOlitory , 

or  Kitchen-Garden . 

ONIONS . 

Scrafburgh,  the  hardied  and  longed  Keeper  of 
all,  by  Seed  Town  in  March  or  April,  or  Mi¬ 
chaelmas  for  Spring  ufe. 

Welfh  Onion,  a  kind  of  large  Cive  or  Scallions 
for  Winter  and  Spring  Ufe,  being  very  har¬ 
dy  ;  but  rank  and  drong  ^  Michaelmas 

Spanifh,  a  fine  fweet  Onion,  but  not  a  very 
hardy  long-keeping  one  ;  in  March  or  April 

Portugal,  ditto 

N.  B.  The  Seed  from  abroad  is  bed,  but  re¬ 
quires  the  bed  Soil,  and  will  degenerate. 

LEEK  S . 

London  and  French,  little  different  from  each 
other,  in  March  or  April 

CARROTS . 

%  . 

Orange  and  Red,  the  fird  much  to  be  preferr’d, 
by  Seed  fown  in  March  or  the  beginning  of 
April  ;  and  for  early  in  the  Spring,  about 
Michaelmas 

Parfnip,  in  March  or  April 

Early  white  Dutch  Turnep,  in  April  or  May 

Bohemia,  Hackney,  or  Red  ditto,  in  July  or 
Augud 

Yellow  ditto  from  Germany,  ditto 

Navew,  or  long  French  Turnep,  in  April  or 
May,  July,  Augud,  &c, 

L  2  Scor- 
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Scorzonera,  or  Vipers  Grafs,  in  March  or  April 
Salfifee,  another  Species  of  it,  ditto 
Skirret,  by  either  Seed  or  parting  the  Roots,  in 
March  or  April 

Shallots,  increas’d  by  parting  the  Bulbs,  in  Fe¬ 
bruary 

Garlick,  as  the  former,  in  February  or  March 
Rocambole,  or  Spanifh  Garlick,  the  Allium 
Bulhiferum  (bulbous  Garlick)  of  the  Latins, 
is  increas’d  from  the  Heads  or  Seed  ;  planted 
or  fow’d  in  February,  March,  or  April 


CLASS  III. 

Aromatic  and  Cooling  Herb  Seeds  and  Roots ,  for  the 
\ Tankard ,  Kitchen ,  Diflillery ,  &c. 

'  t  :  ■  n  •  i  l 

Parfley,  from  Seed  fown  in  March  or  April 
N.  B.  It  lies  long  in  the  Ground. 

Succory,  or  Wild  Endive,  from  Seed  fown  in 
Auguft,  to  tye  up  againft  Winter 
Borage,  for  Cool-Tankards,  by  Seed  fown  in 
March  or  April 
Burnet,  ditto 
Clary,  for  Pancakes,  ditto 
Sorrel,  for  Sauces,  feveral  kinds,  ditto 
Marygold,  forSoupes  and  Potage,  ditto 
Orach,  to  boil  as  Spinage,  ditto 
Tanfey,  by  parting  the  Roots  or  Seed,  ditto 
Marfh-Mallows,  by  Seed  fown,  ditto 
French  Mallows,  ditto 

Thyme,  feveral  kinds,  by  Seed  or  Slips,  ditto 
HyfTop,  by  Seed  fown,  ditto 
Savory,  Summer  and  Winter,  ditto 
Marjoram,  Summer  and  Winter,  ditto  ;  the  fir  ft 
on  decay’d  Hot-Beds,  the  laft  on  Cold 

Bazil, 
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Bazil,  Portugal,  or  Bufli,  for  Pots,  on  decay’d 
Hot-Beds,  in  April 

Bazil,  broad,  for  high  Sauces,  on  old  Hot-Beds, 
ditto 

Rofemary,  by  Seed  or  Slips  fet  in  April 
Lavender,  ditto 

Mint,  feveral  kinds,  by  Slips,  in  April 

N,  B.  The  Pepper-Mint  i^  well  worth  propa¬ 
gating 

Carduus  Benedi&us,  an  excellent  Emetick,  by 
Seed,  in  March  or  April 
Scurvy-grafs,  ditto 
Angelico,  ditto 
Lovage,  ditto 
Dill,  ditto 
Carraway,  ditto 
Fennel,  Englifh,  ditto 
Finochi,  or  Italian  Fennel,  ditto 
Anife,  ditto 
Coriander,  ditto 
Poppy,  ditto 
*  Plantain,  ditto 
Fcenugreek,  ditto 

Elecampane,  by  parting  the  Roots  or  Seed,  ditto 
Pionie,  ditto 


CLASS  IV. 

>  .... .  r 

Raw  Salad  Seeds  and  Plants. 

Radifh,  London  or  fhort  topt,  the  Roots  to  be 
eat  young  ;  by  Seed  fown,  firft^  under  warm 
Walls,  or  on  old  Hot-Beds,  the  beginning  of 
February  ;  fecondly,  in  March,  in  the  open 
Ground  *,  in  Augufl  for  a  late,  and  in  Septem¬ 
ber  for  a  Winter  Crop 


Radifh, 
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Radifh,  Sandwich,  to  cut  in  the  Seed  Leaves, 
to  be  Town  every  three  or  tour  Days  a  little, 
in  proportion  to  any  Family 
Radifh,  Batavia,  Bengal,  or  Turnep,  to  be  Town 
in  the  fame  manner  and  Seafons  as  the  London 
The  Root  of  it  when  fmall  is  good  in  Soupes 
Radifh,  Spanifh,  Black  and  White,  for  Win¬ 
ter  Life,  March  or  April 
Both  thefe  diced  and  eat  with  Vinegar,  are 
good  Diuretics 

Lettuces,  Ver Failles,  Brazil,  or  white,  yellow 
Cos,  on  decay’d  Hot-Beds  in  January  or 
February;  on  the  open  Ground  in  March  or 
April  ;  and  a  little  every  Month  all  the  Sum¬ 
mer  ;  in  a  Northern  Aipe<ft,  the  laft  fowing 
for  Winter  Plants  to  be  about  Michaelmas 
- Aleppo,  or  dark  green  Cos,  ditto 

•  - Silefia,  ditto 

- Imperial,  ditto 

N.  B.  All  thefe  ought  to  be  preferv’d  under 
Glaffes  all  the  Winter 

Lettuces,  Black  Spanifh,  Genoa  or  Capuchin,, 
chiefly  in  February,  March,  April  and  Sep¬ 
tember  ;  will  (land  in  the  open  Ground  with¬ 
out  Covers 

— - Brown  Dutch,  ditto 

•  - Common  Cabbage,  ditto 

•  - Marbled,  in  March  or  April 

The  lad  a  beautiful  Summer  Lettice,  but  not 
very  hardy 

Rocket,  Spanifh,  in  Seed  Leaves,  for  fmall 
Sallad,  every  Week  in  the  Year 
Hartfhorn,  ditto 

N.  B.  This  laft  keeps  longer  in  the  Seed 
Leaves  than  any  of  the  fmall  Sallads 
Creftes,  Garden,  a  high  Aromatic  to  be  eat  in 
the  Seed  Leaves,  to  be  fown  every  three  or 
four  Days  in  the  Year 

Cerefoil, 
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Cerefoil,  or  Chervil,  ditto 
Roman  Muftard,  ditto 
Rape,  ditto 

Tarragon,  a  fine  fpicey  Fruit,  plant  by  Slips  or 
parted  Roots  in  April 

Purflane,  Golden  and  Green,  chiefly  in  April,, 
June  or  September,  but  is  often  Town  under 
Glafies  to  cut  in  the  fmall  Leaves  all  the 
Winter 


CLASS  V. 

Greens  for  boiling. 

Spinage,  round,  the  beft  for  Summer,  from  Seed 
fown  in  March  or  April,  and  July  and  Auguft 
Spinage,  Prickly  or  narrow  leaved,  the  hardieft 
for  Winter,  by  Seed  fown  the  later  end  of 
Auguft  and  the  beginning  of  September 
Beet,  Red,  for  pickling,  March  or  April 

* - White,  to  boil  in  the  Spring,  &c. 

Aiparagus,  Batterfea,  Gravefend  and  Dutch, 
by  Seed  or  Roots,  fown  or  planted  in  March 
or  April  ;  the  firft  the  cheapeft,  the  laft  the 
quickeft  way 

Artichoaks,  from  the  French  Artichiaux ,  the 
red  Roman  the  largeft  and  fineft,  but  the 
Crown  or  Green  the  fweeteft  and  higheft 
Tafte,  rais’d  by  Slips,  fet  in  March  or  April 
Colly,  or,  being  a  Compound  of  Caulis  and 
Flora ,  rather  Cauliflower,  the  two  main  Crops 
to  be  fown  in  July,  Auguft  and  February, 
and  fome  few  to  come  in  late  in  May  and 
June 


Cabbage 


■  \ 
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Cabbage,  Ruflia,  and  Early  Dutch,  to  come  in 
early,  by  Seed  Town  in  Auguft  or  September, 
and  January  and  February 

Englilh,  Long- Tided  or  Sugar-loav’d  Cabbage* 
and  Broad  Dutch,  Town  at  ditto 

R^d  Dutch,  ditto 

N.  B.  The  laft  is  proper  to  eat,  being  diced 
or  cut  Email,  with  roafted  Chefnuts,  as  well 
as  pickled,  for  which  it  is  excellent 

ferocoli,  or  rather  Brocauli,  an  excellent  Italian 
Kele,  Cole,  Caule  or  Sprout  (the  green 
head  not  To  good)  to  be  Town  chiefly  in 
March  or  April,  and  about  the  middle  or  lat¬ 
ter  end  of  June  ;  it  may  be  fown  alfo  and 
rais’d  almoft  every  Month  in  the  Year,  cut¬ 
ting  the  long  feedy  Shoots  off,  as  you  think 
you  fhall  want  the  tender  Shoots 
N*  B.  It  is  not  to  be  headed  towards  the  cold 
Weather  at  or  about  Chriflmas,  notwith- 
Ilanding  what  has  been  by  myfelf  and  others 
faid  about  it 

Borecole,  or  rather  Borecaule,  or  Danifh  Kele, 
Cole  or  Caule,  is  fornething  hardier  than  the 
former,  but  not  fo  good  $  to  be  fown  and 
ordered  as  Brocoli 

Savoy,  Green,  French,  and  Yellow  Dutch,  to 
be  fown  as  often  as  the  the  Brocoli,  but  not 
to  be  headed 

Coves  Murcianus,  or  Murcian  Kele,  Cole  or 
Caule,  a  white  fort  of  Brocoli,  from  Mur¬ 
cia  in  Portugal,  and  fown  and  order’d  like  it 


CLASS 
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CLASS  VI. 

Plants  to  be  whitened,  or  blanch'd,  and  fo  cut  in 

Soupes  or  Sallads. 

Sallery,  or  (from  the  Turkifh  Word  Celeriac, 
from  which  Country  it  chiefly  comes)  rather 
Celeri  or  Celery  5  the  common  fort  to  be 
Town  on  declining  Hot-Beds,  in  Janua¬ 
ry,  February  or  March,  to  come  in  one  af¬ 
ter  another  for  Soupes  or  raw  Sallads 
Celeiiac,  or  Dwarf  Turkey  Celery,  very  good, 
<ind  not  fo  apt  to  pipe  as  common  j  being  dwarf- 
ifh,  it  has  a  Club  Root,  very  good  in  Soupes. 
^  but  not  fo  large  to  flew,  as 
Celery,  Italian,  which  is  very  brittle  and  good, 
to  be  fown  as  the  other  Celerys  are 
Alifander,  or  Macedonian  Parfley,  is  to  bs 
fown  in  April  or  May,  and  whitened  in  a 
Hovel.  See  the  fifth  Edition  of  the  Method 
of  railing  Brocoli,  p.  18. 

Spanifh  Cardoon,  April  or  May  ;  See  Compen¬ 
dious  Method  of  Raifing  Brocoli,  p.  J, 

Finochi,  or  Italian  Fennel,  may  be  fown  or 
fet  every  Month  in  the  Year,  from  February 
or  March  to  Odlober,  which  lafl  lowing,  or 
rather  planting,  may  be  in  Earth  under  a 
Frame,  or  in  a  Green-Houfe ;  there  are  two 
kinds  of  it,  that  which  comes  from  Venice  is 
thinner,  but  not  fo  ftrong  as  the  Boloona, 
which  is  a  dwarf  kind,  but  it  is  difficult  to 
raife  the  Venetian  kind  in  England,  at  leaft 
at  prefent  it  appears  fo. 

Chervil,  when  fown  in  July  or  Auguft  on  rich 
Soil5  and  fet  out  therein,  makes  an  exceeding 
good  Sallad  when  whitened,  as  does  Parfley, 
tho*  not  fo  good  as  the  former. 

M 
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Fruits  rais'd  annually  in  the  Kitchen  Garden . 
MELON 

Englifh 

Spanifh 

French 

Italian 

Hambourgh 

Water 

The  early  or  fmall  kinds  Town  in  January  or 
February,  the  larger  kinds  in  February  or 
March 

The  Hamburgh  Melon  Seed  does  well  in 
England,  as  does  the  French  generally. 

CUCUMBERS ,  fciV. 

% 

The  fhort  early 

Long  prickly 

Smooth  green  Turkey 

White  ditto 

Calabafh 

Guord 

Pumpkin 

Mekin 

Are  Town  at  feveral  Seafons  in  December,  Ja¬ 
nuary,  February  and  March,  as  Melons  are. 


CLASS 
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CLASS  VIII. 

Bulbous  and  Fibrous  rooted  Flowers . 

Snow-Drops,  double  and  fingle,  of  Off-Sets 
planted  in  October 
Crocus,  feveral  kinds,  ditto 
Perfian  Iris,  ditto 

Anemony,  ditto,  or  by  Seed  Town  as  foon  as 
taken 

N.  B.  Thefe  may  alfo  be  planted  in  February, 
but  then  without  much  watering  they  will 
not  blow  fo  well,  nor  will  they  increafe 
much. 

Ranuncula,  to  be  planted  ordered  as  the  Ane¬ 
mony,  and  fo  increas’d 

Tulips,  fometimes  by  Seed,  but  generally  by 
Off-Sets,  planted  out  in  October 
Junquils,  at  the  fame  time  and  manner 
NarcilTus,  feveral  kinds,  ditto 
Hyacinths,  ditto 
Bulbous  Iris,  ditto 
Lillies,  plain  and  flriped,  ditto 
Cyclamen,  or  Sow-Bread,  by  Seed,  &V.  In 
March 

Crown  Imperials,  flriped  and  plain,  by  Off-Sets 
in  October 

Guernfey  Lillies,  by  Roots  brought  from  that 
Ifland,  planted  in  April 

Tuberofes,  by  Roots  brought  every  Year  from 
Italy,  planted  in  February  and  March 
Polyanthos,  Primrofes,  and  Auricula’s,  by  Seed 
or  Off-Sets,  in  April 

Violets  and  Daifies,  double  and  fingle,  by  part-? 
ing,  in  April 

Hepatica’s,  increas’d  by  Roots,  ditto 

M  2 
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Campanula  Pyramydalis,  or  Bell- flower,  for 
Chimneys,  are  increas’d  by  a  partition  of  the 
Roots  made  in  April  and  May,  (not  fooner) 
except  the  Seafon  is  very  mild 

Campanula  Perfifoiia,  or  the  peach-leaved 
Bell-flower,  is  increas’d  as  the  other,  but 
eafier 

Carnation,  firft  rais’d  from  Seed  fown  in  March 
or  April,  but  propagated  chiefly  by  Layers 
in  July,  and  tranfplanted  in  September,  March 
or  April  following 

Pinks,  feveral  double  kinds,  by  Layers  as  the 
Carnation,  laid  down  in  July  ;  the  Mountain 
Fhealant  ey ’d  and  Indian,  by  Seed  fown  in  April 


C  L  A  S  S  IX 

Annuals  raifed  by  Seed  every  Tear ,  and  difperfs'd 

all  over  a  Garden . 

Pinks,  the  Mountain  or  Angle  edging  one* 
Pheafant  Eye,  and  Indian,  fron}  Seed  fown 
in  March  or  April,  as  above 

Columbine,  feveral  Colours,  by  Seed  or  Off¬ 
ices  fown  as  above 

Larkfpur,  upright,  branched  and  ftriped,  by 
Seed  fown  in  March  or  April 

Snapdragon,  as  the  former,  or  by  Off-fets  tranL 
planted  in  April 

Candytuft  for  Edging  and  Bunches  of  Flowers, 
ditto 

Love  lies  a  bleeding,  as  the  others,  and  at  the 
fame  time  .  .  .  • 

>  f  .  1  r  *  %  _  j 

JPenus-Looking-GIafs  (in  Edging  or  Branches 
as  the  former)  makes  a  beautiful  Show,  be- 
pg  a  lively  blue,  ftrip’d,  tho’  faintly,  and  is 

one 
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one  of  the  prettied  of  all  the  Annuals  that 
grow  without;  trouble 

French  Honeyfuckle,  by  feed  fown  in  March 
or  April 

Venus  Navel  wort,  ditto 

Chryfanthemum,  or  Corn  Marygold,  ditto 

Rofe  Campion,  ditto 

Noli  me  tangere,  ditto 

Valerian,  two  or  three  kinds,  ditto 

Flos  Adonis,  ditto 

Canterbury  Bells,  (a  Campanula)  ditto 

Poppy,  large  and  dwarf,  or  (Picotee)  by  Seed 
as  thofe  before 
Hollyhocks,  ditto 
LobeV s  Catchfly,  ditto 

Dwarf  Annual,  or  Virginia  Stock,  in  Lines  or 
Bunches,  ditto 

Lupines  (large  blue,  fmall  blue,  fcarlet,  white, 
yellow,  and  the  Rofe  kind)  by  Beans,  fen 
two  or  three  in  a  Bunch,  in  March  or  April 
Peafe,  everlafting,  fweet  fcented,  as  the  for- 
mer 

N.  B.  All  thefe  are  to  be  fown  in  Bunches  oc 
Lines,  and  need  no  removing  nor  watering 
Stockjulyflowers,  white  Bromptonorred,  Twic¬ 
kenham  or  purple, _  large  Annual,  or  ten 
Weeks  Stock,  a  curious  late  blowing  Stock 
The  ftriped  Stock,  (Sc.  in  April 

iV.  B.  Some  of  thefe  blow  but  little  till  thefe- 
cond  Year. 

Wallflowers,  yellow  and  bloody,  by  Seed  fown 
as  in  the  laft 

Fhe  double  kind  is  generally  propaga¬ 
ted  by  Slips  and  Layers 
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CLASS  X. 

Annual  Flowers  to  be  /own  on  decaying  Hot-Beds  in 
March  or  April,  and  which  are  to  be  planted 
cut  in  the  Parterre  or  open  Gar  den ,  in  May  or 
June. 

Marygqlds,  African  and  French 

Colutea  Barba  Jovis,  a  beautiful  Plant,  ditto 

Palma  Chrifli,  ditto 

Scabiofa  Africana,  ditto 

Capficum  Indicum,  ditto 

Perpetual  flower,  ditto 

Baifam,  ftriped  and  female,  ditto 

iV.  B.  This  Iaft,  with  fome  others,  will  grow 
in  natural  Ground,  but  often  come  top 
late. 

Pomum  Amoris,  ditto 
Marvel  of  Peru,  ditto 
Sweet  Sultan,,  ditto 

f  Pupureus 
Amaranthus  <{  Coccineus 

[  Tricolor 

fown  in  March  or  April,  as  the  former 
N.  B.  Thefe  mud  be  kept  in  Glafles  from 
Rain,  and  drawn  a  little  whilft  young,  or 
elfe  they  won’t  rife  tall  and  well. 
Convolvulus  major  and  minor,  and  Nafturtium 
Indicum  majus  and  minus,  are  to  be  fown  as 
the  former,  and  planted  out  in  May  againft 
a  Reed  Hedge,  &c. 

Pianta  Senfitiva,  or  Senfible  Plant,  to  be  fown 
in  Pots  in  a  very  ftrong  Plot* Bed,  in  March 
or  April,  but  good  Seed  is  hard  to  be  got 


CLASS 
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CLASS  XI. 

For  eft  Seeds,  Setts,  &c.  for  Avenues  and  large 

Plantations . 

Oaks,  (the  Englifh,  Norway,  Evergreen,  Scar* 
let,  Bay5>)  by  Acorns  fown  in  February  and 
March 

Afh,  Sycamore,  Maple,  by  Keys  Town  in  March 
or  April 

N.  B.  The  Afh  lyes  in  the  Ground  two  Years,, 
Englifh,.  Dutch,  Witch,  and  all  other  Elms, 
are  chiefly  rais’d  from  fmall  Branches  or  Lay¬ 
ers,  laid  down  about  Michaelmas 
N.  B.  The  Englifh  and  Witch  Elm  Seeds  grow 
every  Year  in  England,  and  are  fometimes 
rais’d  from  thence  ;  but  ’tis  rare  that  the 
Seed  of  the  Englifh  is  good  enough  topro-i 
duce  Plants,  at  leafb  it  is  difficult  to  raife 
them  fo.  The  Witch  indeed  fucceeds  much 
better,  and  it  is  a  good  way  to  graft  the 
Englifh  thereon. 

Beech,  Hornbeam,  are  railed  from  Seed  fown 
in  February,  March  or  April  ;  but  the  Seed 
of  the  Beech  fails  very  often,  and  the  Horn¬ 
beam  is  two  Years  coming  up. 

Firrs,  (Silver,  Norway  or  White  Spruce,  New 
England  or  Black  Spruce,;  as  alfo  the  Scotch 
Eirr,.or  Pine  Pinafter,  and  large  Pine,  are 
all  rais’d  by  Seeds  fown  in  March  or  April 
Chefnuts,  Spanifh  and  Horfe,  Scarlet  flowered, 

rais’d  of  Nuts  fown  in  February,  March  or 
April 

Platanus,  Oriental  and  Occidental,  chiefly  of 
Layers  or  fmall  Boughs,  laid  down  about 
Michaelmas  or  in  the  Spring 
Acacia,  two  kinds,  propagated  as  the  former 

Cedars, 
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Cedars,  of  Silefia,  Goa,  Virginia,  Lebanon, 
Bermudas,  of  Seeds  fown  on  a  ftrong  Hot- 
Bed  in  February  or  March,  the  Seed  being 
generally  fo  old,  before  it  comes  hither,  that  it 
will  not  grow  otherwife. 


C  L  A  s  s  xir. 

Trees,  Greens ,  and flowering  Shrubs ,  for  JVilder- 
neffeSy  Parterres ,  &c9 

Laburnum 
Spanifh  Broom 
Sena  major 
Juniper 
Pyracantha 
Common  Phylerea 
Arbutus 

Amomum  Plinii 
Mezereons 
Laurel 
Holly 

Bay  ;  «  r  i 

Yew,  &c. 

Are  all  rais’d  by  Seed  fown  in  well  prepared 
Beds  in  March  or  April,  but  the  Yew, 
Holly  and  Mezereons,  generally  lye  two 
Years  in  the  Ground  before  they  come  up. 
Piftachia  Virginia,  Tulipifera  Arbor,  or  Tulip 
tree,  the  Lotus  or  Nettle,  cum  multis  aliis 
Large  blue  and  white  Lilacs 
Perfian  Lilac 

Syringa  * 

Guelderofe 
Sena  minor 

— %  *  *  t  *  f  ‘  •  .  4L-  - 

-  4  ‘  •  •  '  r  \  r ■  i  , 

„  1  -  J^‘  *  *,  *  ,  'v'  -  »  4  4  **  »  ■  •  a  it 

'  '  '  Phyllerva 


A  Catalogue  of  S  E  E  D  S,  &c'. 

To  be  planted  as  all  other  forts  of  Fruit  Trees 
fhould,  in  mod  Soils,  between  Michael¬ 
mas  and  ChriftmaSi 

'  •  r:  .r-  '  :<  TT 

4. •  *  J .  '  J  •  V.  *  ,  .  I  » j  I.  JL  ilUiiii 

Q,U  I  N  C  E  S}  ■■  ! 

The  Barbary,  good,  but  fmall 
The  Lyons,  a  large  yellow 
The  Brunfwick,  a  large  white 
The  Portugal,  excellently  good,  and  preferable 
to  the  reft 

To  be  planted  in  watery  moift  Ground,  near 
or  at  the  bottom  of  the  runing  of  a  Stable- 
yard^  any  time  in  the  Winter. 

MEDLARS > 

The  common  kind 
Large  Dutch 

Dwarf  ..  .. 

To  be  planted  any  time  of  the  Winter  Sea- 
Ion  in  ftrongifh  Land, 


<  A  >  (j  A  ' 

CLASS  XV. 

■  m  £:-  . 

Stocks  to  raife  Fruit  Frees  of  all  kinds  on ,  as  alfi 
Sets  for  the  Enclofure  of  Grounds ,  and  the  like . 

•  "  r  -  ,  *  „  *  ,  /j  r  *  r  *  -  I.  f-r 

K  .  ,-*•  ,  •  t  ’  .  --  -  •  •  -  •  :  • 

Stocks  for  Peach?*  and  Nectarines, 

*  t  ■  a  f  y  « 

\  .  t  .  *  }  **;  \  '  ■*%.*'  ,  !  ,  r  ,  V 

Almond 
St  Julian 
Margaret 
Mufcle  i 
Norwich 

To  be  fet  out  in  February,  or  looner. 

Pot 


Q 
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For  Aprieocks . 

Common  Plumb  Suckers 
Bullace 

JV.  R,  The  laft  fort  is  for  Briiffels  ApricocH 

For  Fean% 

Medlar 
Quince 
Wild  Pear 

Sometimes  Whitethorn. 

"  r  ■' 

r*i  -  '•-*  1 1-> 

Tbr  Apples  of  the  fever al  kinds  to  be  grafted  on^ 

Dutch* } 

Royal  Wilding 
Crab  Stocks, 

•  - 

For  the  inbanking  and  dividing  of  Lands* 

Whitethorn 
Crab  Sets 
Wild  Bullace 
Hornbeam 
French  Tufgo 

Broom  , 

By  feeding  or  bedded.  Sets  planted  out  m 

February,  but  the  two  laft  by  Seed  fovrn 

in  March  or  April 


CLASS 
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CLASS  XVI. 

For  Improvements  in  Hujbandr y, 

Grafs- Seeds ,  &c. 

Hop  Clover,  Nonfuch,  or  Trefoil 

Dutch,  or  Broad  Clover 

Englifh  Clover,  or  Congrefs 

St  Foyne,  French  Grafs,  or  Holly  Hay 

Lucerne,  or  Medick  Fodder 

Pantzick  Line,  or  Flax 

Suffolk,  or  Tankard  Turnep 

Buck  Wheat,  or  Beach  Com 

Hemp 

Spurns 

Rape 

Lentils 

Woad  or  Weld 

Madder,  Saffron,  and  Hop  Roots 
jR.ed  and  white  Potatoes. 

To  be  fown  ift  March,  April  or  May,  ex¬ 
cept  the  four  laft  Roots,  which  are  in-* 
creas'd  by  Off-fets  tranfplanted  in.  March/ 


BOOKS  Printed  for  Thomas  A  s  t  l  £ 
at  the  Rofe  in  St  Paul's  Church-yard. 

Juft  Publijh'd ,  The  Fourth-Edition  of 

SIR  Isaac  N  f.  w  t  o  n’s  T  a  b  l  e  s  for  Renewing 
and  Purchasing  of  the  Leases  of  Cathe¬ 
dral  Churches  and  Colleges,  according  to 
feveral  Rates  of  Interest,  with  their  ConftruCli- 
<on  and  Ufe  explained.  Alfo  Tables  for  renewing  and 
purchafing  of  Lives;  with  Tables  for  purchafing  the 
Leases  of  Land  or  Houses  according  to  the  fe¬ 
veral  Rates  of  Intereft.  Very  necelfary  and  Useful  for 
all  Purchasers;  but  efpecially  those  who  are  any 
way  concer  n’d  in  Church  or  College  Leases. 

To  which  is  added,  by  a  Right  Reverend  Prelate 
The  Value  of  Church  and  College  Leases 
confider’d,  and  the  A  d  v  a  n  t  a  g  e  to  the  L  e  ss  e  e  s  made 
Very  apparent.  Price  i  s. 

jjf 

A  Compendium:  Or,  Introduction  to  PraClical  Muffck, 
In  Five  Parts.  Teaching  by  a  New  and  Eafy  Method,  I. 
The  Rudiments  of  Song.  II.  The  Principles  of  Compofftiom 
III.  The  tJfe  of  Difcords.  IV.  The  Form  of  Figurative 
Defcant.  V.  The  Contrivance  of  Canon.  By  Christo¬ 
pher  Sympson.  The  Seventh  Edition,  with  Additions.: 
Much  more  correCt  than  any  former,  the  Examples  being  put 
in  the  molt  ufeful  Cliffs.  Price  2  s. 

A  Collection  of  Novels  and  Tales :  Written  by  that  cele¬ 
brated  Wit  of  France  the  Countefs  D’A  n  o  is.  In  Three  Vo¬ 
lumes.  1 2mo.  Tlie  Second  Edition.  Tranflated  from  the  heft 
Lditiori  of  the  Original  French.  Price  7  s.  6d. 

DiClionarium  Rufticum,  Urbanicum,  &  Botanicum:  Or>  u 
Dictionary  of  Husbandry,  Gardening,  Trade,  Commerce,  and 
all  Sorts  of  Country  Affairs.  Ill  ultra  ted  with  a  great  Num¬ 
ber  of  Cuts.  In  two  Volmues  8V0*  The  Third  Edition,. 
Reviled,  corrected,  and  improv’d ;  with  the  Addition  of  a- 
bove  three  hundred  Articles.  Price  9  s. 

The  Retired  Chriftian,  exercifed  in  Divine  Thoughts  and 
Heavenly  Meditations  for  the  Clofet,  with  a  fuitable  Prayer 
to  each  Meditation.  I.  Of  Solitude.  II.  Of  out  Saviour’s 
Love  to  us.  III.  Of  the  Joys  Heaven.  IV.  Of  the  Con¬ 
tempt  of  the  World.  V.  Of  the  Holy  Eucharift.  VI.  Of 
the  Sufferings  of  Hell.  VII.  Of  the  Shame  of  appearing 
Hricbly  Pious.  VIII.  Of  Death.  IX.  A  confolatory  peni¬ 
tential  Meditation  upon  the  Merits  of  Chrift’s  Suffering.  X. 
Of  the  Benefits  of  our  Lord’s  Paflion.  By  T  h  o  m  a  s  Ken  n, 
D.  D.  late  Billiop  of  Bath  and  Wells.  Pi,  1  s.  or  sc  s.  ? 
Dozen  to  thofe  who  give  them  away. 


